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LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO PARA TEHUANI'EPEC 53 

understand, it is not proposed to make diplomatically thro' 
the Mexican Government, but direct on that of the U. S. and 
it would appear, that sorne parties in the U. S. have origi
nated it, overtures having been made to sorne "hacendados" 
in this direction and, as 1 understand, offers made to them to 
undertake business without charge, recovering only in the 
event of success a certain proportion of the amount recove
red, and the parties interested only paying the preliminary ex
penses such as procuring documents etc. etc. If this information 
is considered of any consequence, you might communicate it in 
a certain quarter, but 1 have particular reasons for wishing that 
my name should not be mentioned in connection with it, and that 
it is not mentioned to other people in such a way as to lead to 
the supposition that it carne from here at ali. 

Perhaps after all it may be an underhanded attempt of 
the Mexican Government to get up claims with which to make 
an offsett against those of the U. S. 

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 324. 

5. La firma del tratado para Tehuantepec 

1 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher. 

Le avisan que, de acuerdo con las cirunstancias y con 
referencia al permiso que le dio su antecesor, el presidente 
prefiere que se quede en su puesto hasta que se vea que los 
intereses públicos no sufrirán por su ausencia. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 40, p. 205-6. 

13 de agosto de 1850. México. Letcher a John Clayton. 

Dice haber recibido el despacho núm 39 de 19 de julio. 
Agradece que le hayan concedido el permiso para ausentarse 
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54 DOCUMEl\'TOS DESDE 1 .A CAÍDA DE LA CONCESIÓN DE GARA Y 

y, en especial, que esa determinación sea acompañada por la 
aprobación del lamentado presidente y, por lo mismo, hacia 
todos los actos que había desarrollado desde su llegada a Mé
xico. Teme no poder salir antes de finalizar el mes de septiembre 
o a p1incipios de octubre. 

A single word in regard to the Tehuantepcc treaty. Any 
agreement you may think fil to makc with the grantce, of the 
privilege who is now in Washington, fixing the tolls be 
promptly ratificd, as 1 think, by the Mexican Govcrnment. 
The opposition to thc treaty in this country appcars to be 
vcry decided. Still 1 am inclincd to thc opinion that it will be 
ratified by the Mexican Congrcss. 1 have the honor. . .  

Caja 97, rollo 1 5, vol. 1 4, p. 318. 

13 de agosto de 1850. Anexo y sin flnna a la de Letcher. Núm. 32. 

lt appears that from somebody or other an attempt will 
be madc to rccover in Washington far spoliations and dama
ges causcd by the Comanches in this state (Durango) since 
the year of 1848 undcr the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Mr. 
Randall is charged, by whom 1 cannot lcarn, to propose to 
all those who have suffered to remit to him a plain state
ment of substantiated facts, of losses thcy may have sustai
ned from indians since thc pcace of 1 848 offcring to pay to 
them 23 1/2 pcr cent of thc amount recovercd, whatever 
that may be. He has passcd circulars to all the principal "Ha
cendados" and is collccting documcnts in the shape of the 
one enclosed. 

Now what docs all this mean? Is there really any likcli
hood that the cabinct in Washington will listen to these claims 
or is it a manocuvre of the Mexican Government to use thcse 
claims, as a set olT against to bann or other claims as strikes me 
not to be impossiblc? Mr. Randcll's movcrs must be in Mexico 
but if English, American or Mexican 1 cannot lcarn. 

Caja 97, rollo 1 5, vol. 1 4, p. 323. 
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LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO PARA TEHUAl'<TEPEC 55 

1 7  de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher. 

Que han recibido los despachos que envió y el tratado 
firmado por el señor Pedraza y por él mismo, el 22 de junio, 
sobre el asunto de la comunicación a través del istmo de Te
huantepec. Suponen que tiene conciencia de que los derechos 
que pertenecieron a José de Garay correspondían, ahora, a 
los ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos. Le avisan que se tra
dujo y se publicó en los periódicos de los Estados Unidos. 
Esos ciudadanos privilegiados se acercaron al Departamento 
de Estado para comentar que no se consideraban debidamen
te protegidos en sus intereses. Por ello, antes de someter el 
tratado al senado, le informan para que logre que el gobierno 
mexicano consienta modificarlo, de tal manera que ofrezca la 
seguridad para la cual se negoció. 

Ésta es otra razón por la que se espera que no use el 
permiso que le dieron para retirarse. Le ofrecen nuevas 
instrucciones para la modificación del tratado en el futuro 
próximo. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo
matic Instructions. Mexíco. Vol. 16, doc. 41, p. 206-207. 

24 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Letcher. 

Le transmiten un borrador-proyecto del tratado de Tehuan
tepec. Se basa principalmente en el tratado que él mismo ter
minó. Las diferencias principales están apuntadas al margen 
de la copia de su tratado, que también le mandan; creen con
veniente que las enmiendas se advirtieran en el mismo orden 
en que aparecen. 

l. The object af this amendment to the preamble is to 
obtain a distinct recognition of the fact that the purpose of 
the treaty is to encourage the prosecution of the enterprize 
by a Company composed of citizens of the United States, as 
contradistinguished from the citizens or subjects of any other 
nation. lf the preamble were to express the word "Company" 
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56 DOCUMENTOS DESDE LA CAÍDA DE LA CONCESIÓN DE GARA Y 

only, it might lead to the inference that the parties to the 
treaty wcre i nd ifferc n t  as to the government to which 
the membcrs of the Company might owe allcgiance. It  cannot 
be doubtcd that  the Mcxican Government wi l l  absolve the 
governmcnt of the Unitcd States from any obligation to con
sent to such an  undcrstanding, and will thcrcfore accept the 
proposcd amendment. 

2. It is necessary that the stipulated protcction should be 
extended to ali persons within the limits mcntioned in the 
grant. If  it  were to be limitcd to the grantces and the persons 
actually cmployed in the work of construction, it would be 
tantamount to a restriction of the grant itself in contradiction 
to its very tcrms, and might therefore render it nugatory. Wit
hout cntcríng into particulars, i t  is obvious that many persons 
may be employcd by thc Company for othcr purposes than 
the mere construction of the work. If, howcvcr, protection 
were to be withheld from thcm and thcy wcre to be subjected 
to the annoyances of which there are so many examples i n  
the history o f  our rclations, with Mexico, thc work could not 
go on, or if completcd would be uselcss for i ts intented pur
poses. It is hopcd thcrcfore that the Mcxican Government 
will agrce to an amendment which is so ncccssary to a just 
understanding of thc obligation intendcd to be imposed by 
the Articlc. 

3. Thc sccond Articlc as it stands would protect the work 
only. Thc amcndmcnt propases to extend this protection to 
the intercsts involvcd thcrein, and to ali persons within the 
limits o[ the tcrritory dcfincd by the grant. From wha t  has 
already been said, this is obviously neccssary far the sake of 
clearncss. 

4. lf the force stipulatcd to be employcd [or the purpose 
of protcction were to occupy the Iine of thc work, only, it is  
apparent that their scrviccs would be of no avail to protect 
the rights of the grantees. Those rights would be susceptible 
of violation in many parts of the granted tcrritory other than 
the mere linc of the work. It is necessary, thcrcfore, that the 
protecting force should have liberty to operate in any part of 
that tcrritory. 

DR© 2016. Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas 
Disponible en: http://www.historicas.unam.mx/publicaciones/publicadigital/libros/docsmexeu/05t2documentos/caida.html

UNAM - I
IH



LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO PARA TEHUANTEPEC 57 

5. It is m anif est that if the 4th. Article were to go into 
effect without the change proposed, it would invest the per
son authorized to request the aid of the U. S. with entire 
discretion over the matter. This certainly, besides conferring 
undue power on an individual who might be hostile to the 
enterprize, would render the whole treaty valucless. By pro
posing, therefore, to limit his discretion and by requiring the 
U. S. to withdraw their assistance when this shall no longer 
be necessary, we ask nothing that is not reasonable. It is ob
vious, too, that Mexico might herself be callcd upan in vain 
to protect the persons and interests conccrncd when such 
protection might be necessary. If, therefore, she should fail 
to give the protection herself and should also fail to ask the 
United States to bcstow it, the grantees would be utterly un
protected. The amendment makes a provision far this contin
gency, which seems to me to be quite necessary, and would 
be sufficient for the object without trenching upan any of the 
rights essential for Mcxico to reserve. 

6. The purpose of the amendment to the sixth article is 
under the existing Jaws, only, applicable to the case, and to 
deprive the governmcnt for the time being of the arbitrary 
power of passing what might be called an ex post facto law 
applicable to the confiscation in the particular case only. It 
cannot be doubted that the government of the Mexican Re
public will see the propriety of the amendment. 

7. The amendment suggested to the seventh article has 
been occasioned by the facts that there is no Spanish word 
which corresponds in meaning to the Englísh word "corpora
tion'', and that the Spanish word "corporación" may be co
rrectly translated by the English words "body politic". 

8. If in time of war the neutrality were to extend to only 
a marine league from the "termini" of the communication or 
from the lines of coast of the territory comprised in the grant, 
vessels plying to and from those "termini" might be waylaid 
and captured and the communication interrupted. It would 
not be lawful to-say sixty miles. If thc proposed insertion 
after the word territories were to be ommitted, it might afford 
a pretext to molest both vessels and persons, contrary to the 
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terms of the grant. Those words would consequently be ne
cessary for the protection of the grantees. 

lt would also be advisablc to have a stipulation exempting 
those intcnding to cross thc Isthmus from providing them
selves with thc passports requircd by the Mexican laws of ali 
persons from abroad. Thc laws of New Granada upan the 
subject of passports are bclievcd to be as stringent as those 
of Mexico. Our late trcaty wilh that Republic admits of a 
éonstruction by which our citizens crossing the Isthmus of Pa
nama were not exempted f rom the opcration of those laws, 
This occasioned them grcat inconvenience. Upan a proper 
representation of the mattcr, however, to the government of 
New Granada by thc Chargé d 'Affaires of the U. S. at Bogotá, 
that Government promptly d iscontinued the exaction. lt is ho
ped, therefore that thc Mcxican Government will consent to 
a stipulation which will nol allow a pretext for a similar exac
tion from citizcns of thc U nilcd Sta tes who may have occasion 
to cross the Isthmus of Tchuantepec. 

9. In granting thcir protcction to citizens of the U. S. who 
may undertake the work far facilitating the communications 
betwcen the two occans across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
this Government has a right to expect that those citizens will 
discharge thcir duty to thc public by levying no more than 
reasonable tolls upon passcngers and merchandize choosing 
that route. lt would sccm to be but reasonable that a treaty 
which requires such oncrous obligations of this government, 
should also secure to it a voice in regard to those tolls equal 
to that of the Mexican governmcnt. 

You will also noticc that thc word "privileges" has been 
substituted for "privilcgc" whcrcver thc lattcr occurs i n  the 
original treaty. This change is rendercd necessary by the fact 
that the Mexican dccrees confer various privileges. lf there
fore the singular were to be used, it might afford a pretcxt 
for that Government to rcstrict thc grantees to the enjoyment 
of one privilege only. 

While the speciíicd amendments are deemed ind ispen
sable far the object of thc instrument, which is to protect 
the interests of our cit izens in the Tchuantepec enterprize 
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from domestic violence and foreign aggression, they, none of 
them appear to me to infringe upon the rights of sovereignty 
which Mexico holds in the territory further than she has her
self voluntarily rcl inquishcd the same by her decrces. The 
r ights o f  that Rcpublic a re expl ic itly acknowledged by 
the Convention, and this Government has no disposition to 
violate or to disturb thcm. It is true that it may be difficult 
to persuade sorne of thc lcading characters i n  Mexican affairs 
of our sincerity upon this point. Still, the task may not be 
i nsurmountable if the suhjcct should be presented to them in  
proper lights. lt i s  accordingly commended to  your utmost di
ligence and discrction. 

It is believed that the region of country referred to in the 
Decrees, though clcarly within the l imits of the Mexican Re
public, has hitherto bccn lilllc if at all under thc control of 
the government of that Republic. This should be ascribed 
to the fact that therc has bccn no occasion for such control. 
The inhabitants are mostly indians and, compared at least with 
the savages on the northcrn frontier of Mexico, peaceable in  
their disposition and pursuits. 

When, however, forcigncrs with thcir property shall repair 
to that quarter, therc is imminent danger that a change would 
be brought in the charactcr of those people and that, stimu
lated by jcalousy or by avarice, they would seek to annoy and 
plunder them at every point where they might be defenceless. 
lt cannot be expectcd that the Mcxican Government will 
maintain on the Isthmus a body of troops sufficient for the 
protection of persons and property. As l ittle can it be expec� 
ted that foreigncrs with thcir capital will go thither unless 
they shall feel as confidcnt of protection at ali times and in  
a l l  p laces as i f  thcy werc in their own country. The d istance 
of Tehuantepec from thc Mcxican capital, and from every 
other part of the Rcpublic, whence an effective force could 
be sent, combincd with the d ifficulties of commun ication, 
would make ít impract icable for that government to render 
any assistance in a case of emergency, and in any other 
case, the l i ttle apparent interest which the Government 
would have i n  discharging the duty of  protection, would be 
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sure to impair the efficiency of any i t  might ultimately give. 
lf, however, the right of protection should be conceded to bis 
government upon the terms now asked for, that communica
tion between the two oceans might be depended upon, the 
region of country through which it passes would soon become 
settled with an industrious and thriving population and Me
xico would enjoy ali thc real benefits of sovereignty therein 
while she would at thc same time be relieved from one of the 
most onerous of its duties. 

If these and other suggcstions which wil l  occur to you 
should fail to render the draft of a treaty now sent accept
able to that government, you will inform the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that thc Government of the United States 
relying upon the honor of Mcxico as expresscd in the de
crees above advcrted to, will take it for granted that the 
Mexican Government requires no treaty stipulations to in
duce it faithfully to comply with the engagemcnts which 
those decrees contain. If, however, contrary to ali just ex
pectation, Mexico should violate those engagements or 
should suff er them to be violated, this govcrnment, u nder 
a l i  the circumstanccs of the case, will be compel led to view 
that as a national gricvance justifying and requiring i t  to 
demand amends for such violation, and for the future to take 
u pon itself the protcction of ils c itizens who are the holders 
of the grant. 

The Mexican govcrnmcnt will bear in mind that, upon a 
certain memorable occasion, this  government i n t i mated 
a desirc to acquirc for itsclf the right of way across the Is
thmus of Tehuantepcc, and was answered that the privileges 
with reference to that Isthmus had sorne years previously 
been granted to an individual who had subsequently conveyed 
them to British subjccts. Thc prcscnt holders are thc assig
nees of those British suhjccts. Hcnce the validity of thcir tille 
is conceived to havc derivcd a peculiar sanction, which the 
honor of this govcrnmcnt dcmands should be maintained 
unimpaired. This obligation, however, docs not derive its main 
force from the circumstance that the rights and interests of 
individuals alone, are involved. The American public at large 
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has a great and obvious interest in the Tehuantepec passage. 
When they shall understand that their Government has 
been bafflcd in an honorable eff ort to secure for thcm the 
benefits of that passage, by a reference to the previous 
grants, and that their fel low countrymen, having become 
proprietors of the privilcges embraced by those grants have, 
by the acts or omissions of the Mexican Government been 
thwarted or annoyed in thcir exercise, they will expect that 
their Govcrnment wil l  take thcm under its protection, and 
this expectation will be fulfillcd. We are willing that the 
means and the measure of thc protection due to thcm by 
both Governmcnts shall be limited and defined by solemn 
treaty stipulations. If Mexico should reject our overturers 
for this purpose, we will extend our protection to them alo
ne, according to our own sense of right and duty and as 
future events may require. 

Perhaps if upon a suitablc occasion you were to hint, in 
connexion with this subjcct, that the money due to Mexico 
for the extcnsion of the limits of our tcrritory pursuant to the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, has not yct becn paycd in full, 
and that contingcncies might happen which would warrant 
this government in withholding it, an impression might be pro
duced favorable to the rcsult of your negotiation. 

1 am . . .  

National Archives. Records of lhe Department of State. Diplo
matic Instmctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 42, p. 207-224. 

30 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher. 

Los señores Samucl A Belden y Co. de Brownsville, Te
xas, escribieron al presidente, y Turner y Renshaw de 
Nueva Orleans a l  Departamento de Estado, quej á n 
dose de una violación d e  l as autoridades mexicanas a los 
privilegios e inmunidades, convenidas en el artículo 19 del 
tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo, por una cantidad de taba
co importada por ellos a Matamoros antes de la entrega de 
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la aduana a los mexicanos. Parece que sus razones son fun
damentadas y, de ser así y comprobarse que agotaron todos 
sus recursos sin obtener justicia, Webster hará lo posible pa
ra ayudarlos por conducto del Ministro de Relaciones Exte
riores. 

National Archives. Records of thc Dcpartment of State. Diplo
matic Instrnctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 43, p. 224-5. 

10 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Buc
kingham Smith. 

Lo nombran secretario de la legación en México. Le man
dan instrucciones impresas de oficio y desean que vaya a Mé
xico lo antes posible; le han pedido al Secretario de la Marina 
el pasaje en un barco de Pansacola a Veracruz y éste ha dado 
ya las órdenes para que se lo den en el Schooner Flirt que 
sale de Pansacola. Irá a embarcarse y avisará al Departamento 
de Estado la fecha de su llegada. 

National Archives. Records of the Departmcnt of State. Diplo
matic Instmctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 225-6. 

12 de septiembre de 1850. México. J. M. Lacunza a Letcher. 

El infrascrito, Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, tiene la 
honra de dirigirse a S. E. el Sr. R. P. Letchcr, Enviado 
Extraordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario de los Estados 
Unidos de América, para comunicarle que según los despa
chos que por extraordinario ha recibido el Supremo Go
bierno del Estado de Chihuahua, de las autoridades 
políticas y militares, resulta que entre las tribus de indios 
bárbaros, que están hoy dentro de los límites de los Estados 
Unidos, se prepara una incursión sobre las fronteras de Mé
xico y que según las denuncias hechas por algunos indios 
esta invasión es originada porque varios americanos han de-
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salojado a los indios salvajes de los terrenos que ocupaban. 
Amenazada la seguridad de los estados fronterizos, el Gobier
no Supremo atenderá al deber de protegerlos y sin dar entero 
crédito a los avisos que provienen de los indios, ha acordado 
que el infrascrito, instruyendo de estos hechos al Sr. Letcher 
le inste porque el Gobierno Americano, en el caso presente, 
obre conforme a lo estipulado en el artículo 1 1  del Tratado 
concluido, entre Mexico y los Estados Unidos en la ciudad 
de Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

En ese artículo considerando que una gran parte de los 
territorios, que para lo futuro iban a quedar dentro de los límites 
de los Estados Unidos, se halla ocupada por tribus salvajes, 
que han de estar en adelante bajo la exclusiva autoridad 
del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos, se estipuló que el mis
mo Gobierno de los Estados Unidos contendería las indi
cadas excursiones por medio de la fuerza siempre que así 
sea necesario. Se convino además en que el Gobierno de 
los Estados Unidos tendrá muy presente la santidad de esta 
obligación, siempre que tenga que desalojar a los indios de 
cualquiera puesto de los indicados territorios o que esta
blecer en él a ciudadanos suyos, cuidará muy especialmente 
de que no se ponga a los indios en necesidad de buscar 
nuevos hogares por medio de incursiones sobre los distritos 
mexicanos. 

El gobierno del infrascrito persuadido de que tales esti
pulaciones atienden al mutuo interés de ambas Repúblicas y 
a Ja causa de Ja civilización, no duda un momento que el Go
bierno de los Estados Unidos se apresurará a obrar de con
formidad con el tratado para reprimir las incursiones que se 
preparan contra Chihuahua. 

Alimentando esta fundada esperanza, el Gobierno Mexi
cano, por el digno conducto de S. E. el Sr. Letcher, excita al 
Gobierno Americano a que aproxime a los límites de las dos 
Repúblicas las f ucrzas que destine contra los bárbaros, para 
que puedan obrar en combinación con las fuerzas mexicanas, 
bajo el concepto de que, según los datos que se tienen de Ja 
línea divisoria, que debe atenderse es el Río Bravo y el límite 
entre Sonora y los Estados U nidos. 
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El , ,infrascrito al hacer esta comunicación¡ al Sr. Letcher 
espera que sÚrtirá los efectos que apetece . su. Oobierno. y 
aprcwecha la .ocasión . . •  José Ma. Lacunza. · 

: Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14; p, 321 -322. · 

12 de septie.mbre. de 185Q. México .. Payno, Sec. de Hacienda, a 
Letcher. : . .  1 • 

. ; . ' ' .' � . ' ' : 
, Lt:: indica q.ue los documentos de Musson. y Co. de, Nuev.a 

Orleáns dcrn,uestra,n que. tienen .en su . poder · doscientas. mil 
libras , ele bQnos ingleses y, como el expediente completo s� 
ha mandaqo �l congreso deJa nación, no pueden ar¡:ordar nada 
sobre el¡ e�. Esperan que el congreso resuelva pronto.• . , , 

; \  
Caja97, rollo 15; vol. 14, p. 366. 

' 
' )  · '  , ¡  

J4;de septiembre 1850. México�Letcher a Daniel Webster, Sec. 
of $ta/4. ; · . . . 

· 

, . 1 ,Le dice 'qtJe acaba de· recibfr del Ministra de Relacion.�s de 
México una comunicación sobre los asesinatos y crueldade$, 
cometidqs düpia,nu:rtte .por Jas . tribus · indígenas , fn · corztra de 
los ,ht!b#tmtes qu� residen en , hl frontera norte de. México.y, llth 
ma.1a ate.nción al.g(l/Jü:rno. de lo,s Estados«Unidos ';5obtre el ar� 
tículo 11 de/tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

A . .  copy of .this commun,ication : 1 have the honor; h�i;e� 
with to enclose. lt is u nquestionably true, th at the popula1 
tion: .of .Mexico, residing in reach of the lndian tdbes, are 
in suffering condition. lt is' equa l ly true they are altogether 
indispos�d to hclp them�lves, They. ncv.cr. attcmpt ,t,o en
cou�ter the indians in batOe, The only exertion,. they ap+ 
peaf d¡sposed to make, whcn thc1 enemy approacht<s, ;is Jo 
run.»lt is exceedingly .d ifficu lt to dcfctnd .such peQpJe, . oc-
cupying as thcy do such an qxtensive . po(dcr pf. mountai: 
nous country. 

· 
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\1\ •LA:FIRMA;DEL TRATAOO.PARA.TIUUJANI\EPEct:,'.· J( , . , �· 

.,\'.\l,,have·;takett nec.asion,,tq.1exprd.U »th�se,sen.timent�.seve:., 
ral times (in the most respectful manner), to sorne of the 
leadipg.,111ember:Lot:th.e".�abineit;iia.nd Jtt � &.ame tima, to 
ass(n¡:;. � ;tliat:it.i�S:.t4e ·Wish '. aod1the1 ipW"p.OSe;:Of[ my,.Qo:i 
ve mm e.lit, tore.ndeamuií 1to: .oomply stliidtfy¡ :wjth ievety 1süpulá!"t 
tion' cO.IUadned �.ib the.'. treíJíY"' And.,f1_ thinki;JI lma�Lventur<:? ta 
say, ;tpe: í�m Go.\iernment: is 1. satisfüedi (lbat :súcth iis,; the 
fact. .:�·�.:i!y.;;·n /:{n�,· :·:j iC).i!iJn ( ::r�:.; , r.,:1�··: : '. ·;1 

Probably it would be propcr, in connexion with this sub
ject, to apprize you that there is a plan now in progress, to 
g�.t\ ,Q>p.QQ. ;pl��ITllb&giili\q§lJ th� U njl�P,.$����.l!i ig�0�jpg. oµ,t of 
Indian depredation \'1PQJ) , �C':G\WQ1··.GH�em)" IJP.9A. · tbe 
ground that the 11 th. article of the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo has not been fulfillcd on the part of the United 
States . .. �\:-a�rn·¿ �\; "\'":1\!.t,\,_}\}; ¡;,�·.\1, •• •• ·, •. ; ... .-:<H .�';?.».\\ '·\\:, ·:·· .. {\�F·:· .. \;· '.\ /_,'\ 

An Englishman appears to be the leader of this move-
mt!rtt . . ·,. :�-i1�;-�-L. u:t�·),·� tH�L�; r:}�l'/ ·_;·L •J!r::_ ... ¡;f U\\: : '. .: . 

, , 1 hav.�110�u�t ·reaSOll to.believ.�ktb� 6oMeinlllilent ·�a&Jany 
agency in tbe;mat;tet.!Whatever. - '. : ,,,. "' Y·:, d:;; :: . ; :·:. " 

I endose you a few extracts from ,priviatedette11, 1l:lflo.n 
this subject. In fact 1 have information from· various sources, 
i�.\�01,.1firm�t�nuQJ.',»'h"�A.� ¡;pptl}ii;wd:jµ,�Q.es�. t;'!Ctra�tiS,: .�. / 

¡ .:;.¡ .!..¡�/ ,1.Y�\·::'�r\;� ·.·;·;tn.�·,,-·'·:•.1.\\ �·�:.·�::n". 

1 have the honor ... 

',J' ' "... ) . � - ' 

i;; ��L.; ,h'�i�� .· ·i l.; �- : .... -i"� �¡U�J(: ;")_:_::.'.' .1;;·1.··;,'.�-�··; \.· , .. . , ,· ;. 

J 6r.de ..sepliembm· -de 118$,Q.; :Washington; 8utk.z'right1m .Smith •.al 
Sec,iJ.eEstadJJ.,.· .. ,J 11;;'i:(.d. , ¡ ·· , . .- .. ;;;;· : '. .. · , ;  ':i>., -:::., , . ,, 

.::1J'.�"; '.P": ií' ::·� ,'.,1L(F � . . r::·,�;t¡·: ..... ,'1):.'·�.:,. :r ,,i;�.i;¡;�,'i:,d_i�'.) ··.::¡;, i,:·:1�·�.: '.·/; 
,.':.i:Jia�¡recibidcbsu �a:r�ar;.d.onde 10·1nombraa ·secretado de la 

legación, ien. Mé"ico:: y; tam�.ién Ja� mstr:ueciones impresas; 
Acepta la comisión y se apresura a cumplir condos arneglos 
hechos para su transporte a Veracruz. 

.L· 
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66 DOCUMENTOS DESDE LA CAÍDA DE LA CONCESIÓN DE GARA Y 

17  de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Smith. 

Para evitar que se desilusione por no obtener pasaje de 
Pansacola a Veracruz en el barco que pueda designar el Mi
nistro de Marina, también el Secretario de Finanzas le facili
tó pasaje en el Cutter Revenue que sale de Mobile o de 
Nueva Orleáns. Si no encontrara el Flirt a su llegada, podrá 
ir a Nueva Orleáns y utilizar esos otros medios. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo
matic Instmctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 226-27. 

18 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Smith. 

El Departamento de Marina había hecho arreglos dife
rentes para llevarlo a Veracruz. Le ordenan que vaya a Char
leston para embarcarse en la nave mandada a llí para que lo 
reciba y lo transporte. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo
matic I11stntctioris. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 227. 

18 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher. 

Al señor V. Galloso, amigo de Soulé de Luisiana, las au
toridades de México le confiscaron mercancías, cerca de Ja
lapa, cuando esas mercaderías se protegían con el articulo 19 
del tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo. Quiere que, si no consigue 
la reparación, le den apoyo. Mandará a Letcher las pruebas 
necesarias y le ordenan que haga lo posible para que te re
paren el daño. 

National Archives. Records of the Dcpartment of State. Diplo
matic /11stnictio11s. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 44, p. 228. 
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LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO PARA TEHUANTEPEC 67 

24 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher. 

Escribe el señor J. H. Causten protestando porque el 
gobierno mexicano tarda en ofrecer las pruebas de sus casos 
de reclamación de acuerdo con el tratado de Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. Que vuelva a presentar el caso al Ministro de Re
laciones. Debe decir que si, por descuido mexicano en cum
plir con las estipulaciones referidas, los quejosos no 
lograran establecer su derecho a la indemnización por parte 
de los Estados Unidos, México será obligado a reparar los 
daños. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Dip/o
matic Instmctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 45, p. 228-229. 

27 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Roben 
Fletcher. 

Le envían Ja carta recibida por P. A Hargous el día an
terior, relativa a la deuda del gobierno mexicano en favor de 
su hermano el señor L. S. Hargous. Como ya conoce el caso, 
no cree que tenga que mandarle instrucciones especiales. Es
peran que por sus buenos oficios conseguirá la ayuda que 
pide la carta. 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo
matic Instmctions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 46, p. 229-30. 

30 de septiembre de 1850. San Agustín, Flo. Buckingham Smith 
al  Sec. de Estado. 

Ha recibido la comunicación del 18 del mes, diciéndole 
que el barco que lo llevará a Veracruz lo recibirá en el puerto 
de Charleston. 

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 325. 
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22 de 6'é'ftlhre ae11Bso. *Witslimgt'on. � w:·s> bemt:lá • rsecket. · inte� 
rino) a Buckingham Smith. 
�·-.r ··.n:�; ;p � i. f;:;1,. 

' ; 1Que1füe recibido sul telegtttmá·de' ayér Y' lelfu'ntéstair·que 
§e ha pre�líritado 'al Dephrtámenta de'Finarizas lio�e el· ''cut: 
téti' era.vford y contestaron1 tq\ie; oomo se' 'tiene'. tt�� empleár 
páta1úrt'ctuehaéet'del Departáníertto·de· Estado;'hó ie,ptiedt:m' 
setvif':>Detf!ck le· acortseja' a' Smith1que1�e�eya ·a1Ntieva OrJ 
�áns Y' .se 'f!mharque ·t!w et Duane: · 1 • 1 • • .: i e • '· . 

>�I',·· i;._.�u.:c�:)� 1 
" · -f/ J. ,i1 ; .. -, );·¡ ' 

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. blp/(}.:: 
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 230. 

\ :;n�--{•.< ) -:; ·'.d�í 
·· .. d·it ·{,., ·.h1 " , ,:,� s1id·y;/. !1,-:.:s� 1ÍJ.(/� 

22 de octubre de 1850. México. Letcher a Daniel Webster, Se
cretario de Estado. 

The morning after 1 had the honor to receive yóiit ;Clis} 
patch of the 24th,- of August, nuµi. 42 (twelve days ag,o) 1 
s"füfütt�a to' the; Hot4'.ee bfl éyfieí�ikiStet' oFF6téign1 Relat'ions 
tlife'!it!Véra1: altetaltien� "�u'ti�s'ir� 1t()' makeJ t& �lreJ TenuííiifüJ 
pee lieary;: 'expreSsi(fgr:a{ the 1Mmb ·!lme tfüH�dnfideríFñope; 
tn�t hi�'EXé�l�:V Wéttkf'fin,a'. nó' l\ífflct'tfUY in �feadHy yteldiHg 
ucw-i i:.:.l>-l.::ai ' tA.:.' ¡.;·'.!U."'�>1ri:..:¡¡···;.J;·tt.tern· .. i''''"'' '" : ·¡(;· • '•U'I "· ., .r• 
11r:s a�13t::a1.t_} cr'eaC11',c;.c111u --a fUt · n � �1 -. ' "  t ,_,.. . - '! , ,, 1 

"' �-"'·.¡ 
In reply to this observation, he remarked, his <96verti�h1i 

had been most severely, and shamefully censured for agreeing 
td·tfl'e.ti�lity•a!rüun.bw1sUm48. lThfitifie\vas1sdrrfttfrsay ifwas 
qui te un populát. ilfhisi cdunttiy .. t'Jfhat'1ie · h:irn§elfl h&Mx�en 'dé'-1 
nounced as a vile traitor for the part he had taken in it. 
�till he was res9lut�!Y determint?d l}y ,said f�arless o\ 9,11 
cottis�qüei\resi\ lo'\icl any \ tin'>M l ev�fyfl\'Híg 'lie ',C'&'Hl�"c�d 2�t\Y 
out in good faith a measure of so much imptfrtárlééi to 'ttle 
twq Rep,ublics. , , . . . . . . . .. . . . . .

. 
· .. . · " ·,i i o t Aft�r, Ioqki�g.;bver rnl:! ttfrl,eJiatr\ents, 'h�stily;'he·16pjetted 

nP théi fflb'St·' p�tive ifh¿NJecfdrli :term�;) td the: bn8 P,fbppsedf 
to the 4th. article after the word Mexico "or the Uíiited Sta} 
tes". "Sir said he, it is utterly impossible for Mexico to ¿onsent 
to that amendment under any"éirétnn�tá:ncés. v,iJ,,' • 0 · · 
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He,�objectro .also· in terms1equally strong to the anicnd
mept;dpmposa?d.do the: Hth.1 artiicle in tire foltowing w6rds 
�'�and·of the.Gouemment·of the' l!izited·Statef''· ;1' '. • , , , . .. 
. . .. . ;Upon bcing teq.uestccd tGl suspond: his 'opinion and to tak'.e · 

!(!: :little mdre. time· for ·cool JcílOxion he ·oonsenfodí �to do so, 
·protnising � spentil the· ne:m day. �Sunday) at'my füdgings where 
the. whole. lsubject could •.be• caltn�/diséussdd; , and dcliberately 
considcrcd. Aa:ordin,glyihc Jllatlc:his·apjx!arance early .. th�nekt 
moming :acoompanied.byi·th0 ministcr:oflfirumcc;• · .. Jl 
·id; lmQtediataly aftcr.hrcakféist, each ammendment was takcn 
up, in· ithe; orduti, in which: thQ.}! ..stand;·· an<ii: dis,d1ssod ·umtíi+ : 3 
'tilblockfi· in·);,����c� -.$r:J,�:· i ,:1 '·,1Lshn�, � < .. :t3�;-.�; t· ··J··1,<'d d�;·1t! 
�: · r In tho •,fmst·i�sta'Jilce,:0bjcdhiem waM 1mádc 1to ahe · a�teir-ation 
of; tb.C preamblc in the:iwords1follówim�·�·vilimns of'lhetffJni:ted 
States..Uilllwa:i1p�pmed1 00i,strikuJmut1 thoseiiwords.iandíinsert 
tihe:lfoUowing;/'of·:�hc:Jcgat ht1ldcm of '1'hc1f ptivifcgo';'v Upoil 
tbiSí ipoin t .1thc1 disc11..<;Sion· waS: uf somc füngth and· m··my.• patt 
suffi�ieJ!tt}y;Mlr.niia,RtLánímatcfü· ::•."''"'¡,, ;.,j¡ ,,:·; ·.·•! rur•;;·,/ 
h ·; l1üoubt �hethdr�thé1ª.ltcrati<m ini'ils prescntHfürih can be 
cartied.· llh�(tMini�ter Jcould nol be· prli!N.ailed; upon. by1á1I the 
aillg1a1meints¡1 aH ·JheJprosetmtfon�i :aU, the· appeals,, ami ;811 
tbedinducements, iI; 00111d idmployl JlO' abatid6n1 the groúnd he 
occúpied..the ipr;�v�OWil .day .:in íopposition: af the amentlmmts 
to the 4th. and lllh. articlc's.�: . ..-.t'J" ,:•.> ·Lu,,, ¡11u1 :H.·•;1' 

;All/t�a; uthcrs heiifünally:agree<ll to•adoptiasnthey!gtand, 
and ioonscnteddo.'take iéltlfl.thiar:níght's l!cfl�xioJ!r,,irl ·regard to 
those which appcarcd to him so highiy::<llbjeatioq�ble: .. ; 1 . ; •1 
. ;• il';J}ie¡tncxtí�<l>fning�Lcallod: pt tibe: appqjt.lted1hbur¡'When 
His Exccllcncy immediatbfy1inform�d.me;1aftCLthe\m�Sb ma� 
túre de)mdratiqn;he oowld;n(l)l possi0ly:oliange!thc.idpibión he 
bad 1almaoyqadvanec.d q1nd! :lhat 1 iti occasionaxi! !hini inuch ipai11 
te;berwmpdled.to;tolbme so;j 1) 1 no ·h .1i , ; �1,.i 1 ;:·,; 

!•'.J AIJuttwu disoussion qfí,an!h©llf ensued' . . He:adhdted<inqst 
Obstihátel� and.1fieFcely· to: hi8'1objcctions.., ·Whb-eupon J: tl!Ek 
·the libort.y•to.tclU1ih1dn1vory: .plain:language; ;J wás' not all;álf 
satisficd with his opinions or with his reasons;! and·lher�for� 
i;ecquesied<t0 be)iheatd ;bef©l'0ithc 1Pl:esident and. th4! .<2abinet 
Uf>OO!lme;pOintS in:difiputeJ; : ; ;•;;itn , ;, t;. '<-F ¡; ... j,¡ .¡'! 
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To this he cheerfully agrccd, and the next day at 11 
o'clock was the time fixed upon far this meeting by the per
mission of the President. At the appointed moment 1 faund 
the President and his Cabinct ali in attendance. They gave 
me a cordial reception, and thc most attentive and respectful 
hearing imaginable, far an hour and a half and upon taking 
leave 1 was assured in thc kindcst manncr 1 should have every
thing 1 desired, that they could possibly give me. 

The second night aftcr this interview it seems a Cabinet 
council was held from 6 to 10 o'clock to decide upon the 
controverted points. Sorne eight or ten leading numbers of 
both houses of Congress 1 undcrstand were present upon the 
occasion, and after ful l  consultation I deeply regret to tell 
you, the two amendments in question were immediately re
jected. Thc result was comunicatcd to me by the Minister of 
Relations the fallowing day (fivc days ago) substantially in 
these words. "I hardly have thc heart ar courage to make 
known to you thc dccision of last night by the Presidcnt and 
ali the Cabinct. The Prcsidcnt is grieved, every member of 
the Cabinet is grieved, and 1 am most especiaHy grieved to 
i nform you Mcxico, with thc strongest desire to maintain the 
most i ntimate relations with the United States, is unable to 
concede the two amendments to the treaty you have insisted 
upan with so much earnestness." 

After interchanging a very few words I took my Jeave. 
The chief arguments urgcd against the amendments in  

question appear to be these: 
lst. That they infringe upon the sovereignty, the honor, 

the dignity, and nationa) pride of Mexico. 
2nd. To adopt them would be at once to paralize, to dis

grace, and in short to overthrow the present administration. 
3rd. That a treaty with such provisions would be rejected 

by the Mexican Congress (probably) without a single dissen
ting voice, and therefore would be of no use to the United 
States, whilst at the same time it would be the ruin of the 
party in power. 

lt is proper to say since the final decision was had, the 
President, and every member of bis Cabinet have manifested 
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LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO PARA TEHUANTEPEC 71 

the deepest concern, lcast you should be displeased at the 
r e s u l t .  G e n e r al A r i s t a  w h o  i s  t h e  m a s t e r  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  Government is excecdingly uncasy. Every day or two a 
message is sent by sorne of thc membcrs of the Cabinet ex
prcssing rcgrcts and hoping I am not dissatisficd. Thc only 
answer 1 have made is, Mexico has comittcd a great error. 

lt may also be proper to add, during the various discus
sions which took place in rclation to the points in dispute 1 
availcd myself of a suitablc occasion to say, in the even t  Me
x i co refused to e n ter i n to a fai r  treaty far the protection 
of the enterprise, my Govemment, in justice to her own citizens 
who had made large investmets in thc undertaking, was deter
mined to take the aff air into her own hands. 

The answer was substantially this. "Your Government is 
strong. Ours is weak. You have the power to take the whole, 
or any portian of our territory you may think fit. We have not 
the f aculty to resist, we ha ve done ali we could do, to satisfy 
your country and to gratify you pcrsonally. We can do no more." 

"lt is the policy and thc wish of Mexico (it was said) to 
be upan the most fricndly footing with the Unitcd States. 
What is required of us we cannot grant. lf Mr. Wcbster 
knew our cxact condition if he kncw the precarious tenure 
by which wc hold power, thc violcnce and strength of the 
opposition, thc rcfractory spirit of the states and the peculiar 
prejudices of our peoplc, surely he would not exact such 
terms.'1 

1 have given you ali thcse dctails to cnable you to see the 
whole ground. 

This Govcrnment is on thc brink of bankrupcy and revo
lution. Both of these cvents 1 vcrily believe will take place in  
four months i f  not sooncr. 

A confidcntial agcnt 1 havc reason to believe, was sent 
off to the United States last night, by the Government with 
full powers to negotiate with you the payment of the next 
indemnity. He will off er you four and a half per cent premium 
and intercst off. If that  won't do, he  wil l  offer five per 
c e n t, a nd p robably as h igh as five and a h a l f, or  even s ix 
per cent. Thc truth is, the Government is terribly cramped 
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in her finantial' bperatibns and ·is disposed, I think, to make 
great sacrifices to'bbtaih a littJc· réady cash. 

The clai'm of -Mrs. Ann Wrrgñt of Washington city · (ten 
thousand dollatis) has been allowcd by the Mexican Govem
ment. ·Shc will be paid in instálments, one thousand dollars 
every two monttts. , • · · 

· ' · 

. · · Thc ·ciaim of Capw Wyse has also bccn acknowlcdgcd, 
amounting ·to very ncady 'seven ·the:usand · dollars·. , 

'. l shall sucdecd probabl�l'in · ohtaining sorne fü.ie. or ·siX1 other 
dlaíms bcfbre l Ieavc. My putposc is to rctnain hcre'until I receive 
permissiorHo'rérurn. My anxiety· :w ·sce ·my· famity· is vcry ·g'rcat 
anti' lshOtild' be: most hapf>Y fo réturn as speedily as J'ráctieable. 

A single word in0re. 1 I had' ·thc :honor a 'mórnent sin!ce,' to 

redeive :a message fróm «:J�nefal · �rista: He ·hcggcd: me to say 
t�'J'ÓU hcliexÍ>eCted t<Ybc t•tk n<M pre�ident oflhis·Rcpubllc 
and rn·that1eveínr:yofr need ·foel no:aipprehension in' regatd to 

nbtfoe tó die 'United !Statcs• td · furnísh t:he necessary ·militatiy 
force tof¡>rbtett the wor.k,"if, thc' treaty: were· maclet' :Notice; 
he lsa•id; shúuld be· giv6n :to Y<'ur eiitire•satis'faction. 

· 

"' :1fütimatioris were: fhtownl otit duringi the progress dÍ' the 
ne'gotiátiont óf á wíllingness: on the part bf MeNioo to appdínt 
tW<1n1ge11ts inste·a<d ofi bne, 'to re�ide ttpon the line of the work. 
Jí1refuise(Lto éntetitain 4.niany ·&mth suggestiori, and ntithifig 
mdrew,as1�aid:uponthe1h1hjectJ : ; . · · ·1: · · ·. ;  

: í It :appears' Cohgress Has1 passed·:a, bill by large maj'orities 
in each house, appropiating two millions and a half ofirthe 
American ind'enitl4ry,J tdWarrdslthe payinent of the debts due 
to British Creditors. · "· : 

' · 

' .. : Wetner ·the ·Uni'ted Sir.ates úovernment1w:ill be> c:iisposcd 
to ·advance1 tHc 1inelcm11ily•ifor1the¡�pecial pilii"Jifoséóf pnyihg 
British Crcditors in exclusion of her'1dwn'tftizcns;1'S0"1e·of 
wtmm•,htJid •lárge ciaitns agninst · Mexico,, illdisptitably 1jtist, is 
d ;questiow no doubt whith 'MU be duly .considered' atithe pro· 
pe1Hime by the G©v:ernincnuof the U. R 1 : 

· · ; iEnclo�d you Ha\le, ª' copy· oHhe' act alludd:f to . . ; R:.' ,p¡ 
LetcherJ · ' :  1 ; ,. 

· · ' ' 
1 ' '  . • • tl '.; 

. . '1; J :¡ ,'.\ í i; ;-. .¡ ¡ '  
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23 deoctubrede·JB50. México.·<Lacunza aLetcher:.· 
: ' i . ,. ; " ,1 � ( ¡ � ; . . -� ' ,. i ; ; ' 

· E1 iilfrascritCl, Ministro de Reláciones Eocteriores, tiene 
eLhonór deditigirse a.·S, E. el Sr.)Letciher para manifestarle 
la, resolucf:tfm 'del• Gqbierno :M.exicano. acerca: de· las adicio� 
nesy enntiendasque,:pmd,Gobiemode:los.iEstados Uni
dos�' ;se, proponen· al Tratado firmado en' esta capital para 
abrir· una comunicación entre; los dos. mares por el: istmo de 
Tehqarttepee. ,, , . . . ' 

1 ·,De tres cl�·stm las 'referiqas :adiciones: la: primera con

s.iste:,en, '�otreocidmes1 puramente. ; gramaticales' en: 'el· texto 
inglés¡: y.,�tas ;no .hab,rá dificultad en. que 1sea'm! ·aceptadas� 
;La segunda : consiste en.:aigunas ·frases que explican y ast
gutándbs cdmpfomis(M.y: derechos estipµladós y éstas;:salva 
{sic] ·.tHempre 1 una• revisión! �en la: redacción, tampocb' ttndtá 
difildultadr el Gi0bierno:,del imlfrasmitó 1en. admitirlas; iLa1 ter� 

cera clase finalmente contiene 1aquellas.que:Jimi:tan tos�de� 
rec� de Méxlioo :q amplíannlos de'los: Estados :uJlitidos· 
de'.;.A,mér¡ioa1de1una inanerá;1que.eli �n&áscritó· no cree;oon,. 
ve ni ente: a : Méxiaí>i y; que. 1eli, Gobieirll!O • rde · esta 1Repúblita 
está, ,pOf consiguiente resuelto·: a lJÍd i admitir. El infritseriio 
CfCe" i de :SU· !d�ber. e�tenderse ·un, pCJob' más; ·sobre< los p.untos 
a·rque:1se;;refiere� !•''" :l:¡·n; · ) . .. e .r:: : . ''' "�· 

' ; ) nLlh primera 1de estas. adiciones )CflS la ique parece: ·1estringi0 
eitobjet<0 dehtr.átaoo·� la1pmteceióh de ulila comp�ñía de diú� 
dadan©iLNoommericanoo,paca la·cW!.<tlusión ide ,lauempr.esa 
fü;.gobiemo de Méociqo:no puede co11J>entir enrque:da acción 
dél :tr.atado recaiga en :unm ,�ompañfa,. 001¡npuesta :úm:iuamente 
de1ciudf}danos: americanos; la intehcm pQr pait� del Qpbier
no i dec l\jléxioo es ·qNe: el1 pri\rilegio, eoncedido, 'pciJJ¡litiMamettte 
al meNieaJ.to en: orusa; -que, sea traspasado+:aí ;persanag,'. o :mirpo;. 
rocidnes; pertenecfontes a, cualqmrier.a :nación: del mundo' sea 

sin.,�mbango ·protpgidG>: ;pcar 'el ttatado;1 r pues, la ·protección' sé 
estipula no 1ianto: �m tbíeneficio1 de''�ª 'compañía 'éqrpresatiiá 
cuanto para facilitar la grande obra de la comumcá.ción de1 los 
ma-1es.·�·)1 ��) ��,""' /.! .. , ,r1t ·n/.J !•,i'.1.u;;:'' n ..• ) 

' 
·1 t 

• 

1P 11ElLsegundo+.qlluntoxen .que:no :pue:d:e;cbnsentir.:Mé:Jcilm ·es 

mJa:.�:¡d.�tencia •de ,un comi�iOnado,tleLP.obiemo, dedOSJrEs .. 
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tados Unidos del Norte que pueda, por sí, pedir el auxilio de 
fuerza armada a su gobierno. El Sr. Letcher recordará que 
desde las primeras conferencias que mediaron sobre este 
asunto, ya con el infrascrito, ya con el Sr. Gómez Pedraza, 
manifestó el mismo Letcher grande empeño en que en algún 
caso la prestación del auxilio de fuerza armada pudiese darse 
por el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos sin la explícita petición 
de México: y recordará igualmente el Sr. Letcher que, sin 
embargo de que esta idea fue presentada por S. E. bajo di
ferentes formas en distintos proyectos, siempre encontró una 
oposición invencible por parte de México hasta llegar a ma
nifestar el infrascrito y el Sr. Pedraza que sería imposible con
cluir el tratado si no se estipulaba de la manera más 
terminante y clara que la fuerza armada de los Estados Uni
dos del Norte no prestaría su auxilio sino en el caso, tiempo 
y términos en que explícitamente fuese llamada por el go
bierno de México o sus agentes. 

Ahora que se vuelve a renovar esta pretensión de que un 
comisionado de los Estados Unidos esté autorizado para pedir 
el auxilio de su gobierno, y el infrascrito dice renovar porque 
ya el Sr. Letcher la había propuesto en las primeras confe
rencias, el Gobierno Mexicano se ve en el caso de rehusarla 
de nuevo. S. E. el Sr. Letcher empeñado en llenar las ins
trucciones de su Gobierno se sirvió solicitar una audiencia 
del E. S. Presidente, y el infrascrito, para demostrar al Sr. 
Letcher que no era una obstinación de su parte esta nega
tiva al mismo tiempo que su decisión para complacerle per
sonalmente, se apresuró a procurarle una audiencia. 
Aunque en ella expuso el Sr. Letcher con la circunspección 
y talento que le caracterizan cuantas razones tuvo por con
venientes, sin embargo el Gobierno mexicano después de 
una madura deliberación entre todos los miembros del Ga
binete tuvo el sentimiento de encontrar que le era imposi
ble complacer en este punto al Sr. Ministro de los Estados 
Unidos del Norte. 

La entrada de fuerzas militares extranjeras en el territorio 
de una nación se ha tenido siempre como un atentado a su 
soberanía a menos que se verifique en virtud de una petición 
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expresa de esa misma nación. El derecho de hacer esa pe
tición es de tal manera inherente a la soberanía que no 
puede delegarse en ningún otro y mucho menos en el re
presentante de la nación que debe subministrar la fuerza 
armada. Como el infrascrito no puede persuadirse que las 
pretensiones de los Estados Unidos del Norte sean menos
cabar en lo más mínimo la soberanía de México y por otra 
parte el deber de su gobierno sea el de no consentirlo en 
caso alguno, el infrascrito se lisongea con la esperanza de 
que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no insistirá en esta 
pretensión; y por orden del E. S. Presidente de esta Repú
blica declara que con semejante condición no se l levará 
adelante el tratado. 

La tercera adición que el infrascrito se ve precisado a no 
admitir es la que da participio al gobierno de los Estados Unidos 
del Norte en el señalamiento de los derechos de tránsito. Tam
bién esto lo considera el gobierno de México como una cosa 
que afecta a la soberanía. Entre las atribuciones de ésta se en
cuentra la de señalar las contribuciones que puedan cobrarse 
en su territorio. Este punto ha sido igualmente que el anterior 
uno de los que solicitó el Sr. Letcher desde el principio de 
las conferencias y uno de los que motivaron vivas discusiones. 
El argumento en que se fundaba el Sr. Letcher consistía en 
que los Estados Unidos del Norte iban a aventurar grandes 
capitales en la empresa, mas el infrascrito se permitirá obser
var que no es el Gobierno de los Estados U nidos sino algunos 
ciudadanos de éstos los que podrá suceder que adelanten ca
pitales: que a estos ciudadanos se les permite la debida inter
vención en el señalamiento de los derechos; pero que no 
debiendo recaer la empresa jamás en ningún Gobierno ni 
cuerpo político extranjero nunca el gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos podrá pretender los derechos de un socio en esta em
presa. La más exagerada pretensión, que en este punto pu
diera tener el gobierno de los Estados Unidos del Norte, 
sería la de retirar su protección o separarse del Tratado si 
la cuota de los derechos impuestos no convenía a sus inte
reses pero en ningún caso la de contribuir autoritativamen
te al señalamiento de estos derechos. Por estas razones se 
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ve obligado elgobierno,mexicano arehti$ar&l-l consentimiento. 
a,,esta adición. i . · .' , , : '• , .1 

: Al manifestar el infrascrito al SJ;. )Atcher la .r,esqluciqn del 
Gobierno de México en cuanto a los punto� ref�rid,o� tiene el 
gusto, de prot.estarle que en: ella n© �e We?.d¡i ning4na desCQn: 
fianza .pemonru relatiwi a las buenas i,n�enciones deU�r. Letcht<r 
ni, de las,personas;a quienes. J:ioy felizmen,�, �t<\ GQofia4a la.ad
ministri:ición del Gobierno ®Jos.Estados Unid,0s del Norte, pu.� 
cp¡ie a todas :las sµpone animadas <.le lqs :S�tjmientos ·.wás taVQra,-. 
bles .respectó de M�xico¡ ,sino que la expresa.da. re�l\l�ión � div
tada , únioamente por , .el deseo de ,q.� ··.!le. co�rve il),tacta l¡:i 
soberanía. de la Rep\lblica MexicaD;a. y el ,i,nfrasi:;ritq. no dµda qµ� 
esta resolución es la misma que en un casp ,sero.ejªJlYHJ.QOPr 
taría el Gobierno d.e los Est�dos· U11ic.l0& d(( Ainér!�, .. � 

• .  1 Si prescjnQienp9 .elG.obforno i&:tUtfricano. de la& !ldi�ion.es 
� presad.(ls qesea que s� prQceda ,a . J:i�c��; la�. Perrn}s;, � izy1 
frascritQ. luego ,qu�. r��ib11. el a;vi&Q, del Sr • .  Letcher. ��· #Qr�s}a-1 
rará a dar:.�l Sr. l'lenipotenciarjo de M;é,Xi<;P las inst¡:-uccioJJ,� 
correspon<;hentes. ", : ,  . , . .. , : :1 1: 

· ,Con este pi.otivo. tiene elhonor �ljnfrascritq ci�9fr�r 
a:S. E;. el,S�. 1Envi11® �r11ordinario y:M,inistr() Ple:nipot(,1n· 
ciario . de Jos • iBs ta4os , lJnidos. c,ie, Arnéricq,, las, :segurid&P,es. , : 
José,:Ma;;de Lacun�a. .r·:. · ,'.: -, 

, 
, ,_._; 

,;:;,.'' f 

.Caja 97, ,rollot 15, vol.14; p: 335-8; 
, ;; 

" ¡  . -,: 

31 de. octubre de l8�{/cha,rleston.:B�9kingha� .Smith,.·� Ufebs, 
ter. 

· 
. , , 

· 

\ 1 

Que el Isabel. saldrá �afü1na .�l aman� P<\fª· 4 'Ha\)al1� 
donde podrá tmibarcarse a Verac;ruz, De a�erdp,con :lo qnienado 
por el Pepai;tamento �e Est4do; • procajerá de · iQmediato a 1.a 
ciudad de México. Ha cambiado el iüne�ario p9í la.pificultaci 
que hubo para tomar elbarco.Hirt. En :est�.nueyo itin,erariD 
encuentra. los me<lios para poder)leg•:lt- .cornP.e� q�bi;dq, . ,,, 

Caja 97, rolb15, vól. 14, p.33L 
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4 t!e noviembre: de ISJ,Q, lyféxipp. l.,etcherv Webster:.; · '  · .. : ·. 

�1•i.· • ,. ; 'i.;Í� '.\'1 � , ,1' , , "  ''\ . �j;� \ ,•. ¡i . .·�_¡·;· ' �  

.· :· M�<;l�:uiPGu.ment1u�ión.JI;lrn"'.és de:;, un americ�no de con.:. 

fü1nza Uam�dQ G. 11. J>u-yci;. 1.,; · , : : : , : , : · ., . 

, , Se.man,tjen� �Q:Jo agente de :Petcr E-.,Trevalkqu� es el 
apodera<;ip ;� ,Andrcw Gu,rcjer, como,se da.rá cuenta pm:los 
ctocumento111 había 1.1mt rccJamac�óQ .�n�ra, Mé�ico. que.surpa .. 
b(,l, un niilJi?n d,c.dólares,Q.m:ás .. , ' . ¡·y , ·j • ·': · ., •..• 

. ,Al:,tra�ar.sc d� l!n;��sqJf]n ,e!\wccial y: pop la .magnitud: e.Je 
la,sµina,. cspe,ra q.uclc ck?o:instru,g:io.oes,; , . '· 

. , ltas �omum:,cacicmés �cJ �gl\!-M.if a. :l.et�her. hacen. el res�-
men 4cl: q1so.; ; ' . . . 1 • . : 1 ' • • • " ¡ : ! ; • 

: . i • • 

'.<.::: �, . '" 11, :.ii,;_,.,,>r:<'-· .:i..:�,t:i!:·,1.;" 
'• Ca)a; 97, rollQ l5, :vol. 14, pri3J2, • ·: 

"\ ·l ; ,, 
:' ' : ( ; '. • • ; • ' • • < : : !_ \ ' ) � ! .: . � : ·. '. '. ; : j. ; ' ; ' ' ' '. ' 

6de:novirmbrf!l/f? 1850.�.M,<!J.:icp. Le/cheNdf�bst�r .. '. : . .  

¡ ; '·� 
', : j � ._. d ; ' '.:. � l , ' ·;. . 

:,· '. \ '; 

.. C�munica haber recibido los despachos hasta. <:l tzÚ:IJW('Q 45 .. 

. The. case of Samucl Bclq,e,a;and. Cq; :of.Tc¡i¡¡as ,to. which 
ypµ rclil;e in dispat�h 4� was .invesüg4!ted vecy �rcf.ullyi som.e 

�opths ag�•. sq; soqn .�s thf d,Q�1,m1cnts�: in· support of th� 
cla1m, carne mto my possess1on. i .... . ,, , ;¡ ,, .. : . . ; 

\ .. The rf:!sl;lll.s;�f t.�' invqsiiga�ion; w.as a decid� _oonviction, 
on my part, that Lhe claim was not only just, but :wcll estabr, 
lished by proof. It was Lhcrcfore, brought to thc notice of the 
Minisler of Forcign Rclations;.on qie¡2�Lp . . qf J1J.ne,J,�st1 

No dccision, as yct has becn madc in Lhe case. Assurances 
however have been given from time to time, that it shall be 
d�po:;�d qf as .�oon. as. pra�Liq1blc. !Wl\lerl th�t will .be,. rem�ins 
to be known. 

1 shall continue to urge a dccision. 
In reply to your instructions N. 45 1 h.av.e:ihe bonor1 .rnost 

resp$;!ctf4!Jy to.as�u� yqu ·.from thei (firs.tweek Qf ll1Y arrival in 
this city, up to thc prcsent mornent. l;h<.\v�. u�ed every possible 
effo.rt. Jp pro<:,l¡lre:·LlwJ:->��OlCJt:\�S'r�ferrnd,t9 py. Mr • .  .-.:. H. 
G�us�e.n: if1 his Jc:tt�r� :to thq 1�te: Pep.a1tt01e'1� of thG 12Qt¡l,i, •. 

Septcmbcr. ,, ,,. ,1 · 
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Thc Ministcr of Rclalions has formaly dcclared, ali the 
records conncclcd with claims, pcnding befare thc Board of 
Commissioncrs (he could obtain) had bcen transmitted to the 
Mexican Min is tcr  in Was h i ngton for t h c  bcncfi t  o f  
t h e  claimants. Many o f  the vouchcrs applicd for, he fcarcd, 
had bccn dcst roycd during thc American occupation. Othcrs 
wcre at vcry distant points in the Rcpublic and he had bccn 
endcavouring to procure thcm, and confidcnlly hopcd to do 
so in a fcw wccks. Thc trulh is, thc Public Rccords, are in a 
state of grcat confusion, never having bcen arrangcd since 
the closc of thc war. Thc Ministcr, I think, will cxert himsclf 
to procure a l l  the Documents rcq ui rcd. 1 took occa
s ion to impress upon him thc conscquences which wou)d ine
vitably follow in case bis govcrnmcnt failcd to comply with 
the treaty in this particular. 

· Thc claim of Thomas l. Slaughtcr, to which my attention 
was callcd by your predeccssor, in his dispatch N. 33 has bcen 
acknowlcdgcd and will be paid by this Government upon pro
per application. 

The morning after my dispatch N. 33 was sent off, I re
ceived from thc Minister of Forcign Rclations a communica
tion in rclation to the Tehuantepec Treaty, a copy of which 
is herewith cncloscd. 

Thc clcction of General Arista to the Presidency is cer
tain. etc. etc. 

Caja 97, rollo 1 5, vol. 14, p. 334. 

30 de nol'iembre de 1850. México. Decreto traducido al inglés 
por Letcher. · , -· 

Ministry of Finances. 
His Excy. thc President of the Republic has been pleased 

to dircct me the following dccree: 
· 

Thc Prcsidcnt of the Unitcd Mexican States to thé inha
bitants of thc Republic make it known that the General Con
gress has dccrced the following; 
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Art 1. Ali the Interior Debt contracted up to the publication 
of this Law and comprised in Art. 2 of the regulations of 4th. 
march ultmo. remains consolidated in a general fund. 

Art. 2. Twenty per centum of the products of the maritim 
and frontier Cumston Houses arising from import, interna
tion, tonnage and export duties are applied to the payment 
of the interest of the debt and of the gradual extinction of 
this Capital. 

Art. 3. From the lst. day of the month following the pub
Iication of this law the interest of the new consolidated fund 
will be 3% p. annum, and the annual amount destined to the 
gradual extinction of the capital will be 300,000. Only in 
the event that the 20% expressed heretofore will be more 
than sufficient to pay the interest and the 300,000 the rate of 
interest will be augmented 1/2% every five years until it will 
reach 5% which will be the maximum. The dividends will take 
place every 4 months. 

Art. 4. If the 20% expressed heretofore will be more than 
sufficient for the object in question, the Supreme Govern
ment will make up the deficiency out of the other branches 
of the Revenue; but if at a later period said 20% should aug
ment, the Government will have to be reimbursed of the ad
vances. 

Art. 5. If after p aying the interests and separa ting 
the $300,000 for the extinction of the capital there was 
a surplus, the same will be devided by equal shares be
tween the Government and the fund called "of extinction 
of Capital". 

Art. 6. The actual titles of the Interior Debt will be ex
changed against new titles in which this law will be inserted 
integrally, the former ones being rendered null and void. The 
creditors will present said t i tles to  the offices which 
the General Government of each state or territory will de
signate. The presentation of said titles will be effected six 
months after the publication of law in the capital of each state 
or territory by those creditors residing therein; and one year 
after its publication in the city of Mexico by those creditors 
residing out of the Republic. 
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The creditors who will let that term pass without pre
senting their titles will lose the interests during all the time 
elapsed up to the day of the presentation, and with regard 
to the capital they will be subject to the effects of "Law on 
Prescription". 

An exception is made in favor of the creditors who may 
not have procured their titles in due course from the autho
rities appointed to extend them. 

Art. 7. The creditors who for any motive whatever had 
not settled their accounts, on the day of publication of this 
law, will have the term of 90 days to do it with the Govern
ment and the commitees that had an intervention in the same, 
according to the basis established by the law itself. 

Art. 8. The creditors who might not have conformed to 
the preceding Art., if they represent credits of those classified 
in the following article and do not manifest any opposition to 
the basis which this law establishes, will have to subject them
selves to the settlement awarded to their respective classes. 
But should they express by refuse to admit said basis, then 
the capital will be deferred, capital and interests for 10 years 
and, after the expiration of that term, they will enter into the 
common fund and if said credits are entitled to interest, they 
will be regulated by this law. In the like manner the credits 
not classified will be deferred unless sorne settlement be afec
ted in the above mentioned period. 

Art. 9. The conventions made in virtue of the law of the 
19th. February last between the Governments and the majority 
of the commitees of Congress with the attorneys of the following 
credits are approved: 

l .  The debt anterior to the Independence and legally ac
knowledged and liquidated will enter into the New Fund lo
sing 50% of its capital and 80% of its interests. 

2. That of the twenty per cent will enter into the new 
fond loosing the interest due up to date of the publication of 
this law in the cities were the respective Custom Houses are 
applying thereto 20% out the duties which may be owed up 
to that date. Five hundred thousand dollars of the American 
Indemnity of l .851,4l8.52 with the corresponding interests is 
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applied to this debt and one half of their bonds which were 
annulled in the act. 

3. The copper debt will enter into the new fund at par 
with original value, whatever may have received up to this 
date will be applied to payment of interests due and the ba
lance of the interest will be ceded to the Government. 

4. Money loaned to the Government without being mixed 
with any other conditional arrangement in which credits form 
part of the capital ( excepting forced loans) and which gains 
no interest ar only a legal one will be paid 50% out of the 
indemnity of 1.851,418.52 and 50% will go to the new fund. 

5. The debt of the Employes will enter into the new fund 
in this manner: at 80% that which may be held by the em
ployes or their lawful heirs and at 15% if in the hands of 
other parties. 

6. The contracts of effects will be paid 30% in cash out 
of the indemnity of 1.851,418.52 and 70% in bonds of the new 
fund. The credits bearing interest will be allowed only the legal 
interests 6% and said interest will enter into the new fond. 

7. Claims of "the forced occupation during the war with 
the U nited States" if acknowledged and qualified will receive 
40% out of the indemnity of 1 .851 ,418.52 the remaining 6% 
will go into the new fund. 

8. The conduct of Jalapa and Perote taken posession of 
in 1822 enters into settlement as follows. The capital of 
64,104.70 will be paid with the indemnity of 1.850,418.52 and 
the interests will be paid with bonds of the new fund am
mounting to 33,206,5. 

9. The floating debt far loans with admission of credits if 
thus consolidated to wit: the proportion of credits arising from 
money loaned will receive 35% in cash out of the american 
indemnity, the balance will enter at par into the fund; the 
interest will be settled as established for the class to which 
they may belong and all interest due is ceded to the nation. 

10. The convention called 5% will recieve 40% out of the 
indemnity and 60% in bonds of the new fund. The payment 
of the 40% will be effected by halves out of the instal
ments of the year 1851  and 1852. 
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Art. 10. In thc sculcment of the convention callcd "of 
Padre Moran", thc Govcrnmcnt will sclcct, of the two extre
mes proposcd, the most advantagcous to the nation. 

Art. 1 1 .  Thc ducs to soldicrs from scrgcant down who may 
havc bccn woundcd during thc wars with the Exterior or with 
the Indians will cntcrtain the ncw fund for its nominal value if 
prescntcd by and in thc powcr of thcmsclves or their hcirs. The 
debt bclonging to hospitals and charity establishmcnts will enter 
also at par into thc ncw fund providcd thc dcbt wiH have 
always remaincd in thc powcr of said cstablishmcnts. 

Art. 1 2. In ordcr to carry into cfTect the convention above 
mentioncd, lhc Govcmmcnt will be at Jiberty to disposc of 2 
millions and 1 /2  out of the moncy to be paid in may prox. by 
the U. Statcs and out of thc surplus of the funds affected to 
gradual extinction of capitals, aflcr scparating the amount 
destined to thc dcbt contractcd i n  London. 

Art. 13.  A Committcc of Public Credits is formed to act 
in conformity with thc laws and to be controlcd by the Go
vernment, and its atributions are the following: 

I. Directing thc Cuslom Houses, maritimi and frontier. 
11. Consulting thc establishment or suppression of those 

which will be considcrcd convcnicnt. 
111. Watching thc true and exact collection of duties. 
IV. Collccting from thc Trcasury the amount belonging 

to the Interior Dcbt ami applying the same in conformity to 
the law rending accounts thcrcof. 

V. Provoking and carrying to cffect the collcction of ali 
ducs to the "Public Trcasury" of ali denominations: liquida
ting, making liquidations and transactions with the approba
tion of the Governmcnt, whatcver the committee might 
collect, will be equaly dividcd bctwcen the Government and 
the intcrestcd Dclcgation. 

VI. Taking ali thc ncccssary stcps for thc destructive 
smuggling and dcsignating thc points whcre Custom Houscs 
officers will be establishcd to protect the Public Revenue. 

VII. Regulating thc comptabifüy of the Custom Houses. 
VIII. Making the crcditors pay the charge incurred far 

controJling thc opcration of thc Custom Houses. 
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IX. Proposing to the Government the persons considered 
apt to fill the stations at the Custom Houses and provoking 
the suspension of the 1 unworthy employees in effecting this 
latter part, however, it will be necessary to conform to the 
following article. 

Art. 14. The Government has full powers to dismiss Cus
tom House officers after consultation of Ministers and of Pu
blic Creditors say their Committee. The dimission will not be 
dishonouring nor will it cause any change to take place in the 
salary of actual employees, if although separated from 
the service they had right to the same by the laws in existance 
at time when . they were appointed. But if the Government 
ordered judgement by the courts the salary of said employe 
will be lost or modified as the sentence may ordain it. The 
newly appointed employees will have no right to "Montepío", 
jubilación, cesantía, etc. if they were removed from office. 

Art. 15. The Committee of Public Credits will be compo
sed of a President elected by the Government and of 5 Di
rectors elected by halves by the Government and the public 
creditors. The duration of the presidency will be 6 years and 
the president can be reelected. The Directors will be removed 
by this every year between those appointed by the Govern
ment and the creditors in the absence of the president, the 
committee will be presided by the oldest director named by 
the Government. No resolution will be ever taken if the three 
directors appointed by the President are not present. 

Art. 16. The salary of the President will be 5,000 per an
num and 4,000 that of the Government Directors. All will be 
paíd out of the fund belonging to the Creditors. 

Art. 17. The Committee of P. Credits will have an office 
and the clerks therefor will be named by the Government 
being presented by said committee. They will serve under the 
conditions stipulated by article 14. The expenses of said office 
will not exceed the annual sum of 15,000 and the same will 
be paid by the Creditors. 

Art. 18. The counterfeiters of the Bonds of the Public 
Debt will suffer the punishment inflicted on the money 
coun terfeiters. 
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Art. 19. In the dispasitians cantained in article 13 and the 
following, the Congress reserves the faculty af making at all 
time the alterations which it may consider convenient to Pu
blic Service. 

Manuel  Carpía, Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies. 
Luis G. Cuevas, Speaker of the Senate. Nicanor Herrera, 
Deputy and Secretary. José I. Villaseñor, Senator and 
Secretary. 

In order that the same be printed, published, circulated 
far its execution. 

Palace of the General Govemment at Mexico, this 30th. 
day of November 1850. Signed José Joaquín Herrera. 

To Sor. Manuel Payno. 

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 349-354. 

30 de noviembre de 1850. México. Reglamento, anexo a Letcher 
núm. 41. 

And the President of the Republic in virtue of the faculty 
which the article l lOth. of the Constitution concedes him has 
issued the following rules. 

Prevention f or the liquidation and convertion of the interior 
debt. 

Article lst. All the creditors of the debt anterior to the 
Independence are held to prescnt personally or thro' attor
ncys, their voucher or titles to the Contaduría-mayor, that 
agreably to the existing laws they be examined if they have 
been legally issued if they are duplicated or falsified and if 
the whale or part of their value capital or interests have been 
paid; The creditors af the debt posterior to the Independence 
will present their vouches ar titles to the Tesorería-General to 
examine their validity and legality and if the whole or part 
has been paid, or have been converted in other species of 
documents or certificates. After that verification will have 
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been made which thc Contadores mayores or Tesoreros ge
nerales will ccrtify in lhcir respective cases, the holders of 
those documents will pass them to the liquidating section 
mentioned in thc following prevention. 

Article 2nd. A l iquidating scction is establishcd composed 
. of thrce cmploycs dcsignatcd by the General Government 

with the following attributes. Jst. To liquidate the total 
amount of the diffcrcnl classcs or crcdits that wilJ have al
ready bccn acknowlcdgcd by thc Contaduría Mayor or Teso
rería General. for thc valuc thcy actualy reprcsent, capital 
and i ntercsts and thc amount for which thcy will be admittcd 
in the consolidating f und agrcably to the agreemcnts already 
confirmed by thc lcgislativc body, or to those that the Go
vernment joinlly with thc committce will enter into in virtue 
of the 7th. articlc of this law. 2nd. To watch undcr the most 
rigorous responsabilíly thc lcgality of ali the documents pre
sented and particularly lhe ccrtificates under the denomina
tion of deposils or loans wilh thc qualilications of prompt 
reimbursement cxami ning thc items of dcbit and credit of 
the books of thc Tesorería General and the expedientes neces
sary, with the vicw lo avoid thc fraud applying half money to 
certificates which allhough may appcar to procecd from mo
ney, have thc origin rrom papcr ( crcdits) bought at low rate 
in the markct, and inlroduccd in thc Tesoreria General in  
change of a ccrtificatc. Ali such documents that  wi l l  not 
prove in a sat isfactory manncr that thcir documents are of 
pure moncy wilhout mixture of any kind of papcr-crcdits, 
will  h ave no right to cnjoy the advantagcs established by 
the condition of lhc 9th. articlc, and the conversion in  that 
case wil l  takc place any agrcahlc [sic] to the kind of  credits 
composing said documcnt. 3rd. Thc l iquidation of thc debt 
of the cmployccs will he madc in thc following manncr. 
Thc dcpartment to which according to thc laws the cmploye 
belongs will  establ ish his account currcntly i ncludi ng the 
sums due to him to date of thc publ ication of this law, and 
of  the arnounts which, agrcahly lo the vouchers of the same 
departmcnt, he will havc alrcady rcccivcd in money, and in 
receipts sold by him, with which he  has been dcbited, 
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amount in favor or against the employe will result from the 
examination, should he be indebted to the nation he will be 
subjected to a deduction of one third of his nett payed in the 
following months; and if a balance results in his favour a cer
tificate will be issued to him. Will not be included in the fund, 
the salaries · ordered in the rules of the law of the 24th. of 
november 1849 which will be made when the state of the 
revenue will permit. The discounts made agreably to the ar
ticle 1 Oth. of the same rules will be taken in consideration at 
the time of forming the liquidation, and the remainder will 
be admitted in the fund. the departments will be governed in 
that liquidation by model no. 1 .  The document and copy of 
the liquidation will be presented to the liquidating section 
who will note ali those sums and when done the interested 
parties will show proof to the legitimate and primitive owners 
or legal heirs. lt is prohibited to the chief clerks of the De
partments, under penalty of destitution, to convert into cer
tificates the receipts of salaries, wages, pensions or which now 
circulate held by purchassers. These in the term of 60 days 
will be under the obligation to present their documents to 
the liquidating section, that this may compare them with the 
liquidations of the Departments that it may ascertain the co
rrectness of the liquidation and distinguish the debt held by 
primitive owners and in second hands. The credits of the em
ployees held by purchassers will caduca te [ . . .  J days after the 
publication of this law or rules in the respetive localities. Per
sons depending on the Government or prívate individuals who 
will colude to represent as primitive debt that held by pur
chassers will be delivered over to the respective authorities 
to be judged as counterfeiters. The liquidations of the military 
employes, widows, pensioners, etc. are to be present to the 
liquidating section, thro' their respective attorneys. 4th. Res
pecting effects furnished the liquidating section will examine, 
if they have been positively furnished, or of the interested 
party have not delivered the whole or part and the premium 
and interest which besides the price was agreed upon by 
the Government or its agents legally authorized in no liqui
dation of credits will, any amount, be admitted for damages. 
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5th. Concerning credits proceding from forces of occupation, 
the interested parties will prove when, the time, under what 
circumstance and by what persons the property was taken and 
the amount claimed. If the amount should appear excessive 
to the liquidating section they will comrnunicate it to the par
ties in time that they may enforce their right befare the corn
missionaries of the public credit. 6th. Any fraction that in the 
Iiquidation will not amount to dollars 25, will be given up to 
the public revenue, should the interested party consent in it, 
he may pay the difference in money to the tesorería general 
which proving the voucher will be delivered to him. 7th. To 
execute ali those operations the chief of the liquidating sec
tion is authorized to from the ministers and all departments 
the expedientes, notices, documents etc. that may be neces
sary, and the said departments furnish them with promptitude 
so as not to delay the work. Bth. The Iiquidating section 
will open the following books - Fund of 20% - Copper bond 
- loans in Mmoney - Minería - Tolls - Avería - Debts of 
employees - Civil Pensions - Military Pensions - Balances 
in favor of individuals of the army of serving and under 
wounded in foreign war - Forced occupation during the war 
with the United States - Convoy of Perote and Jalapa -
Floating debt - Convention of 20% - Convention of 5% -
Convention of Padre Moran - Hospitals - Houses of Estab
lishment of Charity - Debts not included in the arrangernents 
- Bars of silver of San Luis - Heirs of the emperor Monte
zuma - Cultivators of tobacco bonds of the former company. 
The entries made in toose books after the liquidation will 
be agreably to the model No. 2, This books of liquidation 
of the employees will be kept according to Model No. 3. 
9th. All the bonds, certificates, documents and other titles 
of the debt anteríor and posterior to the independence 
will be sealed and signed after presentation and exami
nation with the seal of the Contaduría Mayor, Tesorería Ge
neral and liquidating section and signed in the most 
visible place, by the chief of said departments, and wit
hout those requisits and those established in the anterior 
preventing they cannot be convertred into bonds of the new 
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consolidated fund. Ali thc prcsent documcnts will be delive
red to the liquidating scction and to the Ministry and to tlre 
commissioners of the Public credit, in its respective cases with 
duplicated invoice, a copy will remain in the respective de
partment and anothcr wíth the reccipt of thc head clcark will 
be held by the party intcrcstcd for security. 

Article 3rd. When thc operations of thc Iiquidating sec
tion will be concludcd, in thc manner rcfcrred it will pass 
to the Government for its aproval the liquidations accor
ding to the clasifications of lhc articlc 2nd of t he tules of 
4th march of the prcscnt ycar, and allhough the different 
interested parties are not deprivcd to attcnd to their res
pective liquidations, thc total opcration will be made di
rect and jointly with thc attorncys who have represented 
before the Governmcnt the crcditors of thc various funds 
refered to in the said rules of lhc 4th march and article lst 
of this law. 

Article 4th. When thc liquidations will be concluded and 
approved by the Govcrnmcnt thc creditors through their at
tomeys will present lhemselvcs to the Commissioners of the 
public credit, who are authorized to examine again the docu
ments and to rectify thc liquidations, and should they find 
any thing amiss thcy can inform the Govcrnment, but if ali 
be right, they will change the present titlcs far the bonds of 
new consolidate fund opcning thc books whcre those opera
tions will be kept according to model N. 4. At the time of 
making the change agrcably to the 6th article of the law they 
will destroy the old tilles making a wholc in the center of 
the diameter of an inch doing that in thc presence of the Di
rectors and of a Notary of Financc who will certify the whole 
operation. The old bonds or tilles destroyed, with their res
pective index, will be dcposilcd in the chest of the Treasury 
of the Commissioners une.ter thc rcsponsability of the treasu
rer and President. Evcry one of thesc opcrations, will be no
ted and registered in a book signed by thc Directors and 
countersigned by thc Ministcr of Hacienda and an extract 
will be published in thc news papers for thc information of 
the Public. 
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Article Sth. For thc changc of thc prcsent line of the 
20%, 6%, conventions and tobacco, the anterior rules will 
be observcd in what will be convcnicnt and entcring in the 
conversion without having bcen acknowlcdged and quali
fied previously for its amount and i ntcrcst with a vicw to 
fulfill the agreements signcd by the attorncys of those cre
dits. 

Article 6th. At thc time of destroying thc old tilles and 
delivering to the intcrcstcd partics the new, they wilJ also re
ceive a draft payablc by thc Tesore1ia General, of the ameri
can indemnization, for lhe sum mcntioncd in their respective 
agreements and of those madc with the Supreme Government 
in join�ly with the committees within 90 days; but conccrning 
the credits for purcly moncy, effects furnishcd, forced occu
pation and floating dcbt, no money will be paid befare the 
expiration of the 90 days. time at which the different respec
tive attorneys will havc madc known in an apparent manner 
the amount of the crcdits of that kind that will come in con
version. 

A1ticle 7th. The crcditors of the Nation rcsiding in the 
capitals of thc statcs who will not be ablc or not be willing 
to name attorneys in this capital can prcscnt thcmsclves to 
the respective commissionary bcforc whom agreably to the 
laws and rules they can provc and liquidalc thcir dcbts wit
hout prejudice to the rcvísion and operalions of the conta
duría mayor, liquidaling scction and tesorcria general in their 
respective case, and that in no event the change of o1d titles 
for new will be madc in no other place but the capital of the 
Republic with the rcquisitcs and formalilics prcscribcd. 

Of the new consolidated fund 

Article Bth. To comply with the l st. and 6th. articles of 
the law and to operatc thc convcrtion of thc prcsent t itles 
of the interior dcbt, bcing to thc amount of forty millions of 
dollars will be emitted with thc respective of thc initials, num
ber, color etc. value fi lling as pcr modcl No. 5: 
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1. letter A white no. 1 to 4,000 at 25 pesos 100,000 
500,000 

1 .000,000 
5.000,000 
5.000,000 

2. letter B pink no. 1 to 10,000 at 50 
3. letter e yellow no. 1 to 10,000 at 100 
4. letter D blue no. 1 to 10,000 at 500 
5. letter E green no. 1 to 5,000 at 1,000 
6. letter F white and pink 1 to 2,500 at 5,000 
7. letter G white and green 1 to 1,000 at 10,000 
8. letter H white and yellow 1 to 295 at 20,000 

12.500,000 
10.000,000 

5.900,000 
40.000,000 

Article 9th. Those bonds will be printed in a special paper, 
thin, ali linen, and with the marks and countermarks of pre
cautions which will be privately established, each emission will 
be bound in books so that the bonds can be irregulady cut, 
keeping the price that will remain in the book, the number 
emmission, initial and value of the bond cut off. [vacío] cut 
off from the bond, will serve to show the payment of the 
interest; which when cut off the bond, will be of no value. 

Article 1 Oth. Those bonds will be delivered by the Ministiy 
of Finances under corresponding index, to the commis- sion
ners of the Public Credit who will deposit them in the vault 
of the Treasury from where with the formalities already 
mentioned they will take out the necessary to effect the 
change against the actual titles. 

Article llth. Six months from the day that the conven
tion will commence to take a detailed notice will be pub
lished by the news papers of all emissions made of the 
new consolidated fund and the old title will be taken out 
in a public place and burnt in presence of the ministers of 
the treasury and of the directors and of the Junta certif
ying the whole a notary of Hacienda. That operation will 
be repeated every three months until it is announced that 
the convention is closed. 

Of the manner the creditors are to elect the members of the 
directing commission of the Public credit. 

Article 12th. The creditors of the interior debt of the Fe
deral Treasury will [be] precisely named in the commercial 
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exchange of the capital on the 6th. inst. At 2 p. m. the cre
ditors present will elect a president and two Secretaries and 
will proceed to propase nine persons that the Government 
may chose three agreably to the article 15th. of the law, the 
votation will be taken on the majority of capitals. 

Operations to be practised by the tesorería General and Depart
ments of Minería, Tolls, Tabaco, Maritime and Frontiers Cus
tom houses. 

Article 13th. The same day that the law will be published 
in this capital the Tesorería General of the Federation will 
close its accounts and will make a ballance of cash and, that 
operation concluded, the Treasurers will successively pass 
to the departments of Minería, tabaco, tolls, sealed paper 
and treasury of the judicial power to practice the balance 
of cash and take a copy of the indexes of the archive of 
said departments. 

Article l 4th. The day following the Treasury will continue 
its accounts opening inmediately auxiliary books to keep the 
account current of the new branches that return under the 
direction of the Federal Treasury, stating on a sheet the ex
penses of administration and other which said departments 
cause legaly and opposite the statement of the products con
cerning the tabaco the account will be kept for the 20% which 
agreably to costs belong to the Government, holding subject 
to or remitting to the disposition of the holders of English 
bonds the corresponding part causing to come into the Trea
sury and the departments expressed will expend nothing wit
hout previous order furnished the Government even for those 
of administration, the corresponding aprobation of the Go
vernment will be required. 

Article l 5th. In the act of receiving the law, the Maritime 
and the frontier custom houses will close accounts making 
the balance of case and forming at the same time a state
ment of the sums under collection to the date that the law 
was recieved: an other of the 20% of the duties which to 
that same day have been caused by the vessels and another 
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in the same for what belongs to the copper fund. AH those 
notices are to be sent by first mail in a certified package to 
the Ministry of Finances. 

Article 16th. Immediately after receiving this law, the co
llectors of each of the maritime and frontier custom houses 
will cease to separate the various funds and to remit to the 
treasury the respective drafts holding the products subject 
to the Disposition of the Tesorería General and not making 
payment or expence except the indispensable and rigorous 
of administration. 

Article 17th. From the lst. of January 185 1  the Maritime 
and frontier custom houses will separate solely 20% of the 
duties of importation and intemation, tonage, etc . . .  expor
tation for the payment of interest and amortization of the 
interior debt equally to article 2nd. of the law, holding tho
se funds to the disposition of the commissioners of the pu
blic credit or remitting them in drafts to the Tesorería 
General to be applied to their object agreably to orders and 
intructions that will be communicated befare the lst. ja
nuary. The custom houses will keep an account of the 20% 
applied to the consolidated national fund agrably to the mo
del No. 6. 

Article 18th. The part destined in the maritime custom 
houses for the holders of the English bonds will continue to 
be separated in the form adopted till now, keeping an account 
current with entire separation of the others agreaby to model 
No. 7. 

Article 19th. The want of execution, to say the non fullfil
ment of the prevention of the law or of these rules in the 
part of the employes to whom they are encomended, will be 
chastized with penalty of suspension or destitution according 
to the gravity of the fault. 

Article 20th. Eight d ays after its instalation the 
board of Commissioners of the public credit will preci
sely form the particular rules necessary to their labours 
and organization. 

Article 2lst. The departments of Minería, Tolls, Amorti
zation of credits of copper and Treasury of the Judicial Power 

DR© 2016. Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas 
Disponible en: http://www.historicas.unam.mx/publicaciones/publicadigital/libros/docsmexeu/05t2documentos/caida.html

UNAM - I
IH



LAS RECLAMACIONES, APOYO PARA EL TRATADO 93 

will only remain for two months in liquidation and ali the 
branches immediately undcr the control of the ministry of Ha
cienda (finances) to which they will remit their accounts in 
due time if nothing else be disposed. · 

Artic/e 22nd. The Government reserves the faculty to 
make the convenient alterations and variations to these rules 
as experience or particular causes may require or demand. 

1 communlcate it to you by Supreme order and other co
rresponding purposes. God and Liberty, Mexico Nov. 30-1850 

"Payno" To Mr . . .  

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 355-362. 

6. Las reclamaciones, apoyo para el tratado 

4 de diciembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a R. P. 
Letcher. 

Sienten que el gobierno mexicano no haya aceptado ente
ramente el tratado relativo a Tehuantepec. Como Letcher les 
ha dicho que los norteamericanos tienen objeciones imposibles 
de retirar contra los artículos 4 y el 11 del bon-ador, se consi
deró necesario hablar con los concesionarios, a fin de instruir
los para que firmen sin insistir en esos artículos, y los 
mexicanos aceptaron. Por tanto, lo autorizan a firmar el trata
do, en caso de que no consiguiera condiciones más favorables 
en los artículos 4 y 11, que habían firmado con anterioridad 
el 2 de junio. De todas maneras procurará que el tratado sea 
lo más favorable posible a los intereses de los Estados Unidos 
y de los concesionmios. Esperaban que el tratado firmado pu
diera llegar a los Estados Unidos para que el senado lo consi
derara en las presentes sesiones. · 

The right of thc Mcxican Govcrnment to dispose accor
ding to its pleasure of thc instalments which it may have re
ceived and may rcccivc from this Governmcnt undcr the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, cannot be disputcd. Wc should 
certainly be glad if any pcnding claims of citizens of thc U. S., 
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