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understand, it is not proposed to make diplomatically thro’
the Mexican Government, but direct on that of the U. S. and
it would appear, that some parties in the U. S. have origi-
nated it, overtures having been made to some “hacendados”
in this direction and, as I understand, offers made to them to
undertake business without charge, recovering only in the
event of success a certain proportion of the amount recove-
red, and the parties interested only paying the preliminary ex-
penses such as procuring documents etc. etc. If this information
is considered of any consequence, you might communicate it in
a certain quarter, but I have particular reasons for wishing that
my name should not be mentioned in connection with it, and that
it is not mentioned to other people in such a way as to lead to
the supposition that it came from here at all.

Perhaps after all it may be an underhanded attempt of
the Mexican Government to get up claims with which to make
an offsett against those of the U. S.

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 324.

5. La firma del tratado para Tehuantepec
1 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher.

Le avisan que, de acuerdo con las cirunstancias y con
referencia al permiso que le dio su antecesor, el presidente

prefiere que se quede en su puesto hasta que se vea que los
intereses publicos no sufrirdn por su ausencia.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 40, p. 205-6.

13 de agosto de 1850. México. Letcher a John Clayton.

Dice haber recibido el despacho nim 39 de 19 de julio.
Agradece que le hayan concedido el permiso para ausentarse
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y, en especial, que esa determinacién sea acomparada por la
aprobacioén del lamentado presidente y, por lo mismo, hacia
todos los actos que habia desarrollado desde su llegada a Mé-
xico. Teme no poder salir antes de finalizar el mes de septiembre
o0 a principios de octubre.

A single word in rcgard to the Tchuantcpec treaty. Any
agrccment you may think (it to make with the grantce, of the
privilcge who is now in Washington, fixing the tolls be
promptly ratificd, as I think, by thc Mcxican Government.
The opposition to the trcaty in this country appcars to be
very decided. Still I am inclined to the opinion that it will be
ratified by the Mcxican Congress. I have the honor...

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 318.

13 de agosto de 1850. Anexo y sin firma a la de Letcher. Nium. 32.

It appears that [rom somcbody or other an attempt will
be madc to rccover in Washington for spoliations and dama-
ges causcd by the Comanches in this state (Durango) since
the year of 1848 undcr the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Mr.
Randall is charged, by whom I cannot Icarn, to propose to
all those who have sulfcred to remit to him a plain state-
ment of substantiated facts, ol losses thcy may have sustai-
ned [(rom indians sincc the pcace of 1848 offcring to pay to
them 23 1/2 per cent ol the amount recovercd, whatever
that may be. Hc has passcd circulars to all the principal “Ha-
cendados” and is collccting documents in the shape of the
one enclosed.

Now what docs all this mcan? Is there really any likeli-
hood that the cabinct in Washington will listen to these claims
or is it a manocuvre of the Mcxican Government to use these
claims, as a set ofl against to bann or other claims as strikes me
not to be impossible? Mr. Randcll’s movers must be in Mexico
but if English, Amcrican or Mcxican I cannot Icarn.

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 323.
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17 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher.

Que han recibido los despachos que envi6 y el tratado
firmado por el sefior Pedraza y por él mismo, el 22 de junio,
sobre el asunto de la comunicacion a través del istmo de Te-
huantepec. Suponen que tiene conciencia de que los derechos
que pertenecieron a José€ de Garay correspondian, ahora, a
los ciudadanos de los Estados Unidos. Le avisan que se tra-
dujo y se public6 en los periédicos de los Estados Unidos.
Esos ciudadanos privilegiados se acercaron al Departamento
de Estado para comentar que no se consideraban debidamen-
te protegidos en sus intereses. Por ello, antes de someter el
tratado al senado, le informan para que logre que el gobierno
mexicano consienta modificarlo, de tal manera que ofrezca la
seguridad para la cual se negoci6.

Esta es otra razon por la que se espera que no use el
permiso que le dieron para retirarse. Le ofrecen nuevas
instrucciones para la modificacion del tratado en el futuro
proximo.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 41, p. 206-207.

24 de agosto de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Letcher.

Le transmiten un borrador-proyecto del tratado de Tehuan-
tepec. Se basa principalmente en el tratado que él mismo ter-
mind. Las diferencias principales estdn apuntadas al margen
de la copia de su tratado, que también le mandan; creen con-
veniente que las enmiendas se advirtieran en el mismo orden
en que aparecen.

1. The object of this amendment to the preamble is to
obtain a distinct recognition of the fact that the purpose of
the treaty is to encourage the prosecution of the enterprize
by a Company composed of citizens of the United States, as
contradistinguished from the citizens or subjects of any other
nation. If the preamble were to express the word “Company”
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only, it might lead to the inference that the parties to the
treaty were indiffercnt as to the government to which
the members of the Company might owe allegiance. It cannot
be doubted that the Mexican Government will absolve the
government of the Unitced States from any obligation to con-
sent to such an undecrstanding, and will therefore accept the
proposcd amendment.

2. It is necessary that the stipulated protection should be
extended to all persons within the limits mentioned in the
grant. I it were to be limited to the grantces and the persons
actually cmployed in the work of construction, it would be
tantamount to a restriction of the grant itself in contradiction
to its very tcrms, and might therefore rendcr it nugatory. Wit-
hout cntering into particulars, it is obvious that many persons
may be employcd by the Company for other purposes than
the mere construction of the work. If, however, protection
were to be withheld from them and they were to be subjected
to the annoyances of which there are so many examples in
the history of our rclations, with Mexico, thc work could not
go on, or if completed would be useless for its intented pur-
poses. It is hoped therclore that the Mcxican Government
will agrce to an amendment which is so nccessary to a just
understanding of thc obligation intended to be imposed by
the Article.

3. The sccond Article as it stands would protect the work
only. The amendment proposes to extend this protection to
the intercsts involved therein, and to all persons within the
limits ol the territory dclined by the grant. From what has
already bcen said, this is obviously neccssary for the sake of
clearncss.

4. If the force stipulated to be employed for the purpose
of protcction were to occupy the line of thc work, only, it is
apparent that their scrvices would be of no avail to protect
the rights of the grantces. Those rights would be susceptible
of violation in many parts of the granted tcrritory other than
the merc linc of the work. It is necessary, thercfore, that the
protecting [orce should have liberty to operate in any part of
that territory.
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5. It is manifest that if the 4th. Article were to go into
effect without the change proposed, it would invest the per-
son authorized to request the aid of the U. S. with entire
discretion over the matter. This certainly, besides conferring
undue power on an individual who might be hostile to the
enterprize, would render the whole treaty valucless. By pro-
posing, therefore, to limit his discretion and by requiring the
U. S. to withdraw their assistance when this shall no longer
be necessary, we ask nothing that is not reasonable. It is ob-
vious, too, that Mexico might herself be called upon in vain
to protect the persons and interests concerned when such
protection might be necessary. If, therefore, she should fail
to give the protection herself and should also fail to ask the
United States to bestow it, the grantees would be utterly un-
protected. The amendment makes a provision for this contin-
gency, which seems to me to be quite necessary, and would
be sufficient for the object without trenching upon any of the
rights essential for Mexico to reserve.

6. The purpose of the amendment to the sixth article is
under the existing laws, only, applicable to the case, and to
deprive the government for the time being of the arbitrary
power of passing what might be called an ex post facto law
applicable to the confiscation in the particular case only. It
cannot be doubted that the government of the Mexican Re-
public will see the propriety of the amendment.

7. The amendment suggested to the seventh article has
been occasioned by the facts that there is no Spanish word
which corresponds in meaning to the English word “corpora-
tion”, and that the Spanish word “corporacién” may be co-
rrectly translated by the English words “body politic”.

8. If in time of war the neutrality were to extend to only
a marine league from the “termini” of the communication or
from the lines of coast of the territory comprised in the grant,
vessels plying to and from those “termini” might be waylaid
and captured and the communication interrupted. It would
not be lawful to—say sixty miles. If the proposed insertion
after the word territories were to be ommitted, it might afford
a pretext to molest both vessels and persons, contrary to the
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terms of the grant. Those words would consequently be ne-
cessary for the protection of the grantees.

It would also be advisable to have a stipulation exempting
those intending to cross the Isthmus from providing them-
selves with the passports requircd by the Mexican laws of all
persons from abroad. The laws of New Granada upon the
subject of passports arc bclicved to be as stringent as those
of Mexico. Our late trcaty with that Republic admits of a
construction by which our citizens crossing the Isthmus of Pa-
nama were not exempted {rom the opcration of those laws,
This occasioned them grcat inconvenience. Upon a proper
representation of the mattcr, however, to the government of
New Granada by the Charg¢ d’Affaires of the U. S. at Bogots,
that Government promptly discontinued the exaction. It is ho-
ped, therefore that the Mcxican Government will consent to
a stipulation which will not allow a pretext for a similar exac-
tion from citizens of thc United States who may have occasion
to cross the Isthmus of Tchuantepec.

9. In granting their protection to citizens of the U. S. who
may undertake the work for facilitating the communications
between the two occans across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec,
this Government has a right to expect that those citizens will
discharge thcir duty to the public by levying no more than
reasonable tolls upon passcngers and merchandize choosing
that route. It would scem to be but reasonable that a treaty
which requires such oncrous obligations of this government,
should also secure to it a voice in regard to those tolls equal
to that of the Mexican government.

You will also notice that thc word “privileges” has been
substituted for “privilege” wherever the latter occurs in the
original treaty. This change is rendercd necessary by the fact
that the Mexican dccrees confer various privileges. If there-
fore the singular were to be used, it might afford a pretext
for that Government to restrict the grantees to the enjoyment
of one privilege only.

While the specificd amendments are deemed indispen-
sable for the object of the instrument, which is to protect
the interests of our citizens in the Tchuantepec enterprize
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from domestic violence and foreign aggression, they, none of
them appear to me to infringe upon the rights of sovereignty
which Mexico holds in the territory further than she has her-
self voluntarily rclinquishcd the same by her decrces. The
rights of that Rcpublic are explicitly acknowledged by
the Convention, and this Government has no disposition to
violate or to disturb thcm. It is true that it may be difficult
to persuade some of the Icading characters in Mexican affairs
of our sincerity upon this point. Still, the task may not be
insurmountable if the subjcct should be presented to them in
proper lights. It is accordingly commended to your utmost di-
ligence and discrction.

It is believed that the region of country referred to in the
Decrees, though clcarly within the limits of the Mexican Re-
public, has hitherto bcen little if at all under the control of
the government of that Republic. This should be ascribed
to the fact that therc has been no occasion for such control.
The inhabitants are mostly indians and, compared at least with
the savages on the northern (rontier of Mexico, peaceable in
their disposition and pursuits.

When, however, forcigners with their property shall repair
to that quarter, therc is imminent danger that a change would
be brought in the character of those people and that, stimu-
lated by jcalousy or by avarice, they would seek to annoy and
plunder them at every point where they might be defenceless.
It cannot be expected that the Mcxican Government will
maintain on the Isthmus a body of troops sufficient for the
protection of persons and property. As little can it be expec-
ted that foreigners with their capital will go thither unless
they shall feel as confident of protection at all times and in
all places as if thcy werce in their own country. The distance
of Tehuantepec from thc Mcxican capital, and from every
other part of the Republic, whence an effective force could
be sent, combincd with the difficulties of communication,
would make it impracticable for that government to render
any assistance in a case of emergency, and in any other
case, the little apparent interest which the Government
would have in discharging the duty of protection, would be
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sure to impair the efficiency of any it might ultimately give.
If, however, the right of protection should be conceded to his
government upon the terms now asked for, that communica-
tion between the two oceans might be depended upon, the
region of country through which it passes would soon become
settled with an industrious and thriving population and Me-
xico would enjoy all the recal benefits of sovereignty therein
while she would at the same time be relieved from one of the
most onerous of its duties.

If these and other suggcstions which will occur to you
should fail to render the draft of a treaty now sent accept-
able to that government, you will inform the Minister for
Foreign Affairs that thc Government of the United States
relying upon the honor of Mecxico as expressed in the de-
crees above adverted to, will take it for granted that the
Mexican Government requires no treaty stipulations to in-
duce it faithfully to comply with the engagemcnts which
those decrees contain. If, however, contrary to all just ex-
pectation, Mexico should violate those engagements or
should suffer them to be violated, this government, under
all the circumstances ol the case, will be compelled to view
that as a national gricvance justifying and requiring it to
demand amends for such violation, and for the future to take
upon itself the protcction of its citizens who are the holders
of the grant.

The Mexican government will bear in mind that, upon a
certain memorable occasion, this government intimated
a desirc to acquire for itscll the right of way across the Is-
thmus of Tehuantepcc, and was answered that the privileges
with reference to that Isthmus had some years previously
been granted to an individual who had subsequently conveyed
them to British subjccts. The present holders are the assig-
nees of those British subjccts. Hence the validity of their title
is conceived to have derived a peculiar sanction, which the
honor of this government demands should be maintained
unimpaired. This obligation, however, docs not derive its main
force from the circumstance that the rights and interests of
individuals alone, are involved. The American public at large
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has a great and obvious interest in the Tehuantepec passage.
‘When they shall understand that their Government has
been baffled in an honorable effort to secure for them the
benefits of that passage, by a reference to the previous
grants, and that their fcllow countrymen, having become
proprietors of the privilcges embraced by those grants have,
by the acts or omissions of the Mexican Government been
thwarted or annoyed in thcir exercise, they will expect that
their Government will take thcm under its protection, and
this expectation will be fulfilled. We are willing that the
means and the measure of thc protection due to them by
both Governments shall be limited and defined by solemn
treaty stipulations. If Mexico should reject our overturers
for this purpose, we will extend our protection to them alo-
ne, according to our own sense of right and duty and as
future events may require.

Perhaps if upon a suitablc occasion you were to hint, in
connexion with this subject, that the money due to Mexico
for the extcnsion of the limits of our territory pursuant to the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, has not yct becn payed in full,
and that contingencics might happen which would warrant
this government in withholding it, an impression might be pro-
duced favorable to the result of your negotiation.

I am...

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 42, p. 207-224.

30de agosto de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher.

Los senores Samucl A. Belden y Co. de Brownsville, Te-
xas, escribieron al presidente, y Turner y Renshaw de
Nueva Orleans al Departamento de Estado, quejan-
dose de una violacién de las autoridades mexicanas a los
privilegios e inmunidades, convenidas en el articulo 19 del
tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo, por una cantidad de taba-
co importada por ellos a Matamoros antes de la entrega de
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la aduana a los mexicanos. Parece que sus razones son fun-
damentadas y, de ser asi y comprobarse que agotaron todos
sus recursos sin obtener justicia, Webster hara lo posible pa-
ra ayudarlos por conducto dcl Ministro de Relaciones Exte-
riores.

National Archives. Records of thc Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 43, p. 224-5.

10 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Buc-
kingham Smith.

Lo nombran secretario de la legacion en México. Le man-
dan instrucciones impresas de oficio y desean que vaya a Mé-
xico lo antes posible; le han pedido al Secretario de la Marina
el pasaje en un barco de Pansacola a Veracruz y ¢ste ha dado
ya las 6rdenes para que se lo den en el Schooner Flirt que
sale de Pansacola. Ird a embarcarse y avisara al Departamento
de Estado la [echa de su llegada.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 225-6.

12 de septiembre de 1850. México. J. M. Lacunza a Letcher.

El infrascrito, Ministro de Relaciones Extcriores, tiene la
honra de dirigirse a S. E. el Sr. R. P. Letcher, Enviado
Extraordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario dc los Estados
Unidos de América, para comunicarle que scgin los despa-
chos que por extraordinario ha recibido el Supremo Go-
bierno del Estado de Chihuahua, de las autoridades
politicas y militares, resulta que entre las tribus de indios
barbaros, que estidn hoy dentro de los limites de los Estados
Unidos, se prepara una incursién sobre las fronteras de Mé-
xico y que segun las denuncias hechas por algunos indios
esta invasion es originada porque varios americanos han de-
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saiojado a los indios salvajes de los terrenos que ocupaban.
Amenazada la seguridad de los estados fronterizos, el Gobier-
no Supremo atenderé al deber de protegerlos y sin dar entero
crédito a los avisos que provienen de los indios, ha acordado
que el infrascrito, instruyendo de estos hechos al Sr. Letcher
le inste porque el Gobierno Americano, en el caso presente,
obre conforme a lo estipulado en el articulo 11 del Tratado
concluido, entre Mexico y los Estados Unidos en la ciudad
de Guadalupe Hidalgo.

En ese articulo considerando que una gran parte de los
territorios, que para lo futuro iban a quedar dentro de los limites
de los Estados Unidos, se halla ocupada por tribus salvajes,
que han de estar en adelante bajo la exclusiva autoridad
del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos, se estipul6 que el mis-
mo Gobierno de los Estados Unidos contenderia las indi-
cadas excursiones por medio de la fuerza siempre que asi
sea necesario. Se convino ademas en que el Gobierno de
los Estados Unidos tendra muy presente la santidad de esta
obligacion, siempre que tenga que desalojar a los indios de
cualquiera puesto de los indicados territorios o que esta-
blecer en ¢l a ciudadanos suyos, cuidard muy especialmente
de que no se ponga a los indios en necesidad de buscar
nuevos hogares por medio dc incursiones sobre los distritos
mexicanos.

El gobierno del infrascrito persuadido de que tales esti-
pulaciones atienden al mutuo interés de ambas Republicas y
a la causa de la civilizacién, no duda un momento que el Go-
bierno de los Estados Unidos se apresurard a obrar de con-
formidad con el tratado para reprimir las incursiones que se
preparan contra Chihuahua.

Alimentando esta fundada esperanza, el Gobierno Mexi-
cano, por el digno conducto de S. E. el Sr. Letcher, excita al
Gobierno Americano a que aproxime a los limites de las dos
Republicas las fuecrzas que destine contra los barbaros, para
que puedan obrar en combinacion con las fuerzas mexicanas,
bajo el concepto de que, segin los datos que se tienen de la
linea divisoria, que debe atendcrse es el Rio Bravo y el limite
entre Sonora y los Estados Unidos.
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El infrascrito -al hacer esta comunicacitn, al Sr. Letcher
cspera que. surtird los efectos que. apetecc su GleCI‘l’lO y
aprovecha la ocasion... José. Ma Lacunza S e

Ca]a 97 rollo 15 vol. 14, p 321 322

12 de septzembre de 1850 Mexzco Payno, Sec de Haczenda,
Letcher O N T I

Le mdu.a que los. documcntos dc Musson y Co de Nueva
Orleéns. demuestran que. tienen en su-poder dascientas: mil
libras. de bonos. ingleses y, como el expediente completo. se
ha:mandado al congreso de; la nacién, no pueden acordar nada
sobre €l caso Esperan que .cl congrcso resuelva promo

Caja 97 ro]]o 15 vol 14 p 366 .

1 4 de sepuemble 1850 Mexzco. Letcher a Damel Webster, S ec.
of.S'taze i ni . Coe

P Le dzce que acaba de: rectbzr del Mmzstro de Relaczones de
Meéxico una comunicacién sobre los asesinatos y crugldades
cometidas diariamente. por.las. ribus -indigenas .en - contra de
los. habitantes que.residen en.la frontera norte de México.y, Ua-
ma_la atencién al.gabierno de los Estados Unidos sobre el ar-
ticulo 11 del tratado de. Guadalupe Hidalgo. . -

A copy of this communication. I have the hono,r hﬁrt‘n
with to enclose. It is unquesllonably true, that the popula;
tion:.of Mexico, residing in rcach of the Indian: tribes; are
in suffering condition. It is equally true they are altogether
indisposed to _hclp themselves. They. never. attempt to en-
counter the indians in battle. The only exertion, they ap+
pear. dxsposed to. make, when thei enemy approaches, is to
run.. It is exceedingly difficult to defend such people, oc-
cupying as they do such an extensnve border Df mountax-
nous country. ST R T TE T T
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- I -have: taken occasion. to express these sentiments, seves
ral times (in the most respectful manner), to some of the
leading members: of .the.Cahinet; and at the same timg, to
assure them tHat. it was the wish'and:the purpose: ofimy. Gos
vernment to:endéavour 10 comply strictly with every stipula-
tion: contairied \in the- treaty. And I. think, I may venture ta
say, -the Mezm:an Guvemment is satlsfled,\‘that such lS the
fact. abyut ot sy kil

Probably it would be proper in connexion w1th thlS sub-
ject, to apprize you that there is a plan now in progress, to
get upon claims_against;the United States growing out of
Indian depredation -wupon . Mexican.. citizens, upon the
ground that the 11th. article of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo has not been fulfllled on the part of the Umted

States. sl st OGP
An Enghshman appears to be the leader of thls move-
ment R 75:'1‘;;"" PRI S iy

I have no: ;ust reason to beheve th‘ls Govemment has any
agency in the matter whatever. -

I enclose you a few extracts from. pnvate lettier, upon
this subject. In fact I have information from various sources,
in.confirmation;of what is contamed in-these extracts,..

I have the honor

Caja-97; rollo 15, vol A4y pi 3200 8 7 b 5

16 de septzembre de 1850 Washmgton Buckznghd}ﬁ szth al
Sec de Esmdo TEETEN

Ha recxbxdo su carta donde 10 nombmn secretarlo de la
legacnon en México. y, también las instrucciones impresas.
Acepta la comisién y se apresura a cumplir con los arreglos

hechos para su transporte a Veracruz.

% Caja 97, rollo. 15, vol. 14; p.325.

o Ploiv F R AR
AT AT T
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17 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Smith.

Para evitar que se desilusione por no obtener pasaje de
Pansacola a Veracruz en el barco que pueda designar el Mi-
nistro de Marina, también el Secretario de Finanzas le facili-
t6 pasaje en el Cutter Revenue que sale de Mobile o de
Nueva Orleéns. Si no encontrara el Flirt a su llegada, podra
ir a Nueva Orleéns y utilizar esos otros medios.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 226-27.

18 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Smith.

El Departamento de Marina habia hecho arreglos dife-
rentes para llevarlo a Veracruz. Le ordenan que vaya a Char-
leston para embarcarse en la nave mandada alli para que lo
reciba y lo transporte.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, p. 227. '

18 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher.

Al seior V. Galloso, amigo de Soulé de Luisiana, las au-
toridades de México le confiscaron mercancias, cerca de Ja-
lapa, cuando esas mercaderias se protegian con el articulo 19
del tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo. Quiere que, si no consigue
la reparacidn, le den apoyo. Mandara a Letcher las pruebas
necesarias y le ordenan que haga lo posible para que le re-
paren el dano.

National Archives. Records of the Dcpartment of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 44, p. 228.
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24 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Webster a Letcher.

Escribe el senior J. H. Causten protestando porque el
gobierno mexicano tarda en ofrecer las pruebas de sus casos
de reclamacién de acuerdo con el tratado de Guadalupe
Hidalgo. Que vuelva a presentar el caso al Ministro de Re-
laciones. Debe decir que si, por descuido mexicano en cum-
plir con las estipulaciones referidas, los quejosos no
lograran establecer su derecho a la indemnizacién por parte
de los Estados Unidos, México serad obligado a reparar los
danos.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Dlplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 45, p. 228-229.

27 de septiembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a Robert
Fletcher.

Le envian la carta recibida por P. A. Hargous el dia an-
terior, relativa a la deuda dcl gobierno mexicano en favor de
su hermano el sefior L. S. Hargous. Como ya conoce el caso,
no cree que tenga que mandarle instrucciones especiales. Es-
peran que por sus buenos oficios conseguird la ayuda que
pide la carta.

National Archives. Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matic Instructions. Mexico. Vol. 16, doc. 46, p. 229-30.

30 de septiembre de 1850. San Agustin, Flo. Buckingham Smith
al Sec. de Estado.

Ha recibido la comunicacién del 18 del mes, diciéndole

que el barco que lo llevara a Veracruz lo recibiré en el puerto
de Charleston.

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 325.
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22 de ottubre de*1850. Washikigton. "W S Denick (Secket. inte-
rzno ) a Buckmgham Smtth

; . ',-}’ [T ) Fut
.1._“;;, ;1 Tearnyid H i Yo tiy e )h‘

Que er recxbldd su telegramé de ayer y e 1e:ontestsan que
kei ha pregtintadb ‘al’ ’Departament@ de’'Finanzas sobte el “cut-
ter” Crawford y contéstaron que; cotho se'tiéne’fue emplear
para un: quehacer del Departamerito-de Estado; ho le piteden
servit: Derriek e acdnse]a a’'Smith que s€ waya &' Nueva Or~
lédng y se e‘mbarqiie en el Duane e -

S NP tS TR SR I

EIRENREN SR SRS RS L

National Archlves Records of the Department of State. Diplo-
matzc Instructions. Mexzco Vol 16, P 230. .
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LD L ; T TR AV ER U LTS A STE R
22 de octubre de 1850 Meéxico. Letcher a Daniel Webster Se-
cretarzo de Estado\
R R O A SR A S T

The morning after I had the honor to receive yOur dls5
patch of the 24th. of August, num. 42 (twelve days ago) I
sibriittéd to’the Hotiee of” t‘He Mlhxstef of Foreigh' Relations
the sevdral alterations you dbsiced to'make 1o the! Tehuinte!
pec tfeaty, ‘expressitipat the same fimeé the -¢dnfiderit hope;
that his* ‘Excellency Would find! o’ difficﬁh!y in’ fCadin yieldlrrg
RN asseits té eaetivand all“of therm 1! o oy Sl

In reply to this observation, he remarked, his G‘évefriment
had been most severely, and shamefully censured for agreeing
to-the trefity as it now:stands. "That he Was sorty ‘& ay it was
quite unpopuldr ifi his:country. That‘he himself had been de-
nounced as a vile traitor for the part he had taken in it.
Still he was resolutely determined he said fearless of all
cotiseqiienites' to7\do" dny ind' evefything e cotild to carry
out in good faith a measure of so much 1mporiar}ce to the
two Republics.

After loomngever the Hmehdrients haStlly,’ he~ objected
m’thé MOSE pokItivG ahd'tecidet termg ¥o the one f)to&mseéf
to the 4th. article after the word Mexico “or the Urhted Sta:

s”. “Sir said he, it is utterly impossible for Mexico to consent
to that amendment under any"€ircumbthncéd. i ¢ s

AU - BV
‘! 1% \‘,‘”\ FASRIE SRR SR YA " [ASRH RARAR S 1 )
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He. objected also in tcrms: cqua‘lly strong to the amend-
ment, proposed. to the 11th. article in the followmg wérds
“and of the Government of the United States”.

Upon bcmg tequested to suspend: his opinion and to take
a lattle more. time for cool reflexion he -consented: to do so,
promising to spend the next day (Sunday) at my lodgings where
the whole 'subject could be: calmly discussed, and dcliberately
considered. Aecordingly:he made: his appearance early: lhc next
mommg -accompanied by: the ministcr’of - Finance. - -

Immedmtcly afterbreaklast, each ammendment was takcn
up in 1he ordx.n in whlch lhey stand and dxscuescd umu} 3
m’iclock S cocinbn o !

: In thc fnmt mstancc objcc;t:von wak made to the adteratlon
of the preamble in the words following “citizens of the. United
States.’i; 1t ‘wasipropased tostrike; out: these 'words.ahd insert
the: followinjg; “of the-legal holders of the' privilege™. Upon
this:point the: discussion- was of some lcngth and on my part
sufﬁcremly warm: and . dnimatcd:

- I«doubt whether the alteration in: its prescnt fﬂrm can bc
camed; TheiMinister :eould not be prevailed: upon: by all the
afguments; all - the. iprosecution;: atl the- appeals, and all
the-inducements. T could ¢mploy' to- abandon' the ground he
occupied the previous. day ‘in opposmon of the amcndments
to the 4th. and 11th. articles. . RO N P T L LEDT R T

:All'the: others he: finally agm'ecd to:adopt :as: thcy stand
andconsented:to take another night’s reflexion in regard to
those which appcared to him sa highly:objectionable. -
-+ wrThe:mext:morning I called: at the: appointed: hour; when
His Exccllency immediately:informed me, after:the :most ma-
tare delibcration.he eould. not possibly:changethe dpinion he
had alrcadyadvanced and (hat: xt occasmn@d fhlm much;pam
to;be compelled. totcll me so0. : iz
<. Al futther discussion of -an’ hour ensucd He adhércd most
obstinately and. flcrcely to. hisiobjcctions. Whéreupon: I took
thie liberty:to tell-him:in very plain:language, I was' not. at: all
satisficd with his opinions or with his reasons; and therefore
vequested to beiheadd before ithe Prcmdcnt and thc Cabmet
upon: the:points in-dispute.: oo bt
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To this he cheerfully agrced, and the next day at 11
o’clock was the time {ixed upon for this meeting by the per-
mission of the President. At the appointed moment I found
the President and his Cabinct all in attendance. They gave
me a cordial reception, and the most attentive and respectful
hearing imaginable, for an hour and a half and upon taking
leave I was assured in the kindest manncr I should have every-
thing I desired, that they could possibly give me.

The second night after this interview it seems a Cabinet
council was held from 6 to 10 o’clock to decide upon the
controverted points. Some eight or ten leading numbers of
both houses of Congress I undcrstand were present upon the
occasion, and after full consultation I deeply regret to tell
you, the two amendments in question were immediately re-
jected. The result was comunicated to me by the Minister of
Relations the following day (five days ago) substantially in
these words. “I hardly have thc heart or courage to make
known to you the dccision of last night by the President and
all the Cabinct. The President is grieved, every member of
the Cabinet is grieved, and I am most especially grieved to
inform you Mexico, with the strongest desire to maintain the
most intimate relations with the United States, is unable to
concede the two amendments to the treaty you have insisted
upon with so much earnestness.”

After interchanging a very few words I took my leave.

The chief arguments urged against the amendments in
question appear to be these:

1st. That they infringe upon the sovereignty, the honor,
the dignity, and national pride of Mexico.

2nd. To adopt them would be at once to paralize, to dis-
grace, and in short to overthrow the present administration.

3rd. That a treaty with such provisions would be rejected
by the Mexican Congress (probably) without a single dissen-
ting voice, and therefore would be of no use to the United
States, whilst at the same time it would be the ruin of the
party in power.

It is proper to say since the [inal decision was had, the
President, and every member of his Cabinet have manifested
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the deepest concern, Icast you should be displeased at the
result. General Arista who is the master spirit of
the Government is excecdingly uncasy. Every day or two a
message is sent by some of thc members of the Cabinet ex-
pressing rcgrets and hoping I am not dissatisfied. The only
answer I have made is, Mcxico has comittcd a great error.

It may also be proper to add, during the various discus-
sions which took place in rclation to the points in dispute I
availed myself of a suitablc occasion to say, in the event Me-
xico refused to enter into a fair treaty for the protection
of the enterprise, my Government, in justice to her own citizens
who had made large investmets in thc undertaking, was deter-
mined to take the affair into her own hands.

The answer was substantially this. “Your Government is
strong. Ours is weak. You have the power to take the whole,
or any portion of our territory you may think fit. We have not
the faculty to resist, we have done all we could do, to satisfy
your country and to gratily you pcrsonally. We can do no more.”

“It is the policy and thc wish of Mexico (it was said) to
be upon the most fricndly footing with the United States.
What is required of us we cannot grant. If Mr. Wcbster
knew our cxact condition if hc kncw the precarious tenure
by which we hold power, thec violence and strength of the
opposition, the rcfractory spirit of the states and the peculiar
prejudices of our people, surely he would not exact such
terms.”

I have given you all thcse details to cnable you to see the
whole ground.

This Government is on the brink of bankrupcy and revo-
lution. Both of these cvents I verily believe will take place in
four months if not sooncr.

A confidential agent I have reason to believe, was sent
off to the United Statcs last night, by the Government with
full powers to negotiate with you the payment of the next
indemnity. He will offer you four and a half per cent premium
and intercst off. If that won’t do, he will offer five per
cent, and probably as high as five and a half, or even six
per cent. The truth is, the Government is terribly cramped
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in her finantial operations and ‘is disposed, I think, to make
great sacrifices to:obtdin a little ready cash.

The claim of Mrs. Ann Wright of Washington c1ty' (ten
thousand' dollars) has been allowed by the Mexican Govern-
ment. She will be pald in mslalmcnts one thousand dollars
every two months. ‘

* ‘The ‘claim of Cap!tx Wyse has also bcen acknowlcdgcd
amounting to very “ncarly seven ‘thousand dollars. o

T shiall sueceed probably in: obtaining some' fi ve of six other
claims before T leave, My purposc is to remain here'until T receive
permission to return.- My anxiety to 'sce my family' is very great
and T-should be' most-happy to réturn as: speedxly as practicable.

A single word more.'I"had the'Honora moment since; to
redeive a message from Genetal Arista: He begged me to say
toyou heiexpected to'be the next president of ‘this Republic
and in' that‘évent you need feel no‘apprehension in regard to
notice to the ‘United ‘States to- furnish the necessary- military
foree: toiprotect thie work, if ‘the: treaty: were- made.: Notice,
he aid, should be'given ‘to your entrremat:sfacuon 2

Intimations were thrown” out during! the ‘progress of' the
ne*‘gdti&'tion’ of d willingness on ' the part of Mexico-to appoint
twoagerits instesd of one; to reside upon the line of the work.
Tirefused 'to entertain-in'any ‘such: suggestlon and nothmg
mdre was $aid upon the subjeets -

«+ It appears: Congress-has pasSed abill by large ma]ontles
in each house, appropiating two millions and a half of:the
American mdemmty, towards ‘the payment of the debts due
to British Creditors.

+ Wether the United 8tatés Government: W11l bc dlsposcd
to advance the indemnity for ‘the special purpose of paying
British Creditors in exclusion of her‘'own citizens; 'some ‘of
whom:-holdlarge claims against-Mexico, indisputably jdst, is
di ‘question'nio doubt which'wilt be duly consndered at: the pro—
per itime by the Governiment-of the U::8:

+Enelosed - you have a copy of the act alludcd to.. R P
Letcher. SR SRR L SR

v

Caja 97, rdllo 15, vol. 14; p. 32631, 1
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23 de octubr.e de 1 850 Mexwa fLacunza a Letcher
i L P AT
El mfrascrlto Mlmstro de Relamones Exterlores tlene
el honor dedirigirse a:S: E. el Sr. Letcher para manifestarle
la: resolucidn :del: Gobierno ‘Mexicano acerca:de las- adicio-
nes:y enmiendas que, por el Gobierno de:los:Estados Uni-
dos;: se proponen al -Tratado firmado en-esta capital para
abrir-una comunicacion entre ios dos mares por et 1stmo de
Tehuantepec i R
 De tres: clases 'Son ]as peferldas admones la prlmera con-
s;ste,,en cotreeciones’ puramente. ; gramaticales en: el texto
inglés;-y.éstas ino. habra: dificultad en- que sean . dceptadas:
La segunda: consiste en. algunas frases que explican:y ase-
guran-los compiomisos y: derechos estipulados y éstas; salva
{sic] siempreiuna revisién:en la: redaccién, tampoco! téndra
dificultad: el Gobiérno.del infrascritd :en admitirlas:: La ter-
cera clase finalmente contiene:aquellas:que: limhitan: los:de-
rechos de México 9 amplian:los deilos Estados Uridos.
de.América:de-una manera que el infrascrito: no creecon-
venientea :México yique. el Gobierno:de esta:Repuablica
estd por. consiguiente resueltoa neo:admitir:: El infrascrito
cree:de su.'deber estenderse un. p@co mas sobre) los - puntos
arque sesrefiere. < fi f;):‘;:f‘; P NolN ST NI
;nLd:primera de estas adiciones es- la que parece Testringio
el objeto del:tratadoa laproteceidn:-de una compéiia dé ciui-
dadanes-Norteamericanos, para: 1a-eonclusion de la.cmpresa.
Ebgobierno:de México:no puede consentir en«queida accién
del tratado recaiga. en unacompafifa- compuesta fdnicamente
de:ciudadanos americanes; la intehtion por parte del Gpbies-
no.de: México es-que el privilegio.concedido. primitivamente
al mexicano en casorque sea traspasado:alpersonas: o corpo-
racionés - pertenecientes -a:cualquiera: nacién:‘del mundo:sea
sin.gmbargo protegido por:el ttatado;pues. la proteccién s
estipuld no tanto:en:Beneficio: de:la -compafiia -empresaria
cuanto para fac111tar la grande obra de la comum'.caclon dcilos
maws BRI TR PRI AP | RN R SRR
«El ﬁagundo xpunto; €N que no puede consemu- Mexzmo ‘es
m_la -existencia ‘de un: comisionado.del; Gobierno. derlosEs-
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tados Unidos del Norte que pueda, por si, pedir el auxilio de
fuerza armada a su gobierno. El Sr. Letcher recordard que
desde las primeras conferencias que mediaron sobre este
asunto, ya con el infrascrito, ya con el Sr. G6mez Pedraza,
manifestd el mismo Letcher grande empeifio en que en algin
caso la prestacion del auxilio de fuerza armada pudiese darse
por el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos sin la explicita peticion
de México: y recordard igualmente el Sr. Letcher que, sin
embargo de que esta idea fue presentada por S. E. bajo di-
ferentes formas en distintos proyectos, siempre encontré una
oposicion invencible por parte de México hasta llegar a ma-
nifestar el infrascrito y el Sr. Pedraza que seria imposible con-
cluir el tratado si no se estipulaba de la manera mas
terminante y clara que la fuerza armada de los Estados Uni-
dos del Norte no prestaria su auxilio sino en el caso, tiempo
y términos en que explicitamente fuese llamada por el go-
bierno de México o sus agentes.

Ahora que se vuelve a renovar esta pretension de que un
comisionado de los Estados Unidos esté autorizado para pedir
el auxilio de su gobierno, y el infrascrito dice renovar porque
ya el Sr. Letcher la habia propuesto en las primeras confe-
rencias, el Gobierno Mexicano se ve en el caso de rehusarla
de nuevo. S. E. el Sr. Letcher empefiado en llenar las ins-
trucciones de su Gobierno se sirvi6 solicitar una audiencia
del E. S. Presidente, y el infrascrito, para demostrar al Sr.
Letcher que no era una obstinacion de su parte esta nega-
tiva al mismo tiempo que su decisién para complacerle per-
sonalmente, se apresur6 a procurarle una audiencia.
Aunque en ella expuso el Sr. Letcher con la circunspeccion
y talento que le caracterizan cuantas razones tuvo por con-
venientes, sin embargo el Gobierno mexicano después de
una madura deliberacion entre todos los miembros del Ga-
binete tuvo el sentimiento de encontrar que le era imposi-
ble complacer en este punto al Sr. Ministro de los Estados
Unidos del Norte.

La entrada de fuerzas militares extranjeras en el territorio
de una nacién se ha tenido siempre como un atentado a su
soberania a menos que se verifique en virtud de una peticién
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expresa de esa misma nacion. El derecho de hacer esa pe-
ticion es de tal manera inherente a la soberania que no
puede delegarse en ningln otro y mucho menos en el re-
presentante de la nacién que debe subministrar la fuerza
armada. Como el infrascrito no puede persuadirse que las
pretensiones de los Estados Unidos del Norte sean menos-
cabar en lo més minimo la soberania de México y por otra
parte el deber de su gobierno sea el de no consentirlo en
caso alguno, el infrascrito se lisongea con la esperanza de
que el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos no insistird en esta
pretension; y por orden del E. S. Presidente de esta Repu-
blica declara que con semejante condicién no se llevaréd
adelante el tratado.

La tercera adicién que el infrascrito se ve precisado a no
admitir es la que da participio al gobierno de los Estados Unidos
del Norte en el sefialamiento de los derechos de transito. Tam-
bién esto lo considera el gobierno de México como una cosa
que afecta a la soberania. Entre las atribuciones de ésta se en-
cuentra la de sefalar las contribuciones que puedan cobrarse
en su territorio. Este punto ha sido igualmente que el anterior
uno de los que solicit6 el Sr. Letcher desde el principio de
las conferencias y uno de los que motivaron vivas discusiones.
El argumento en que se fundaba el Sr. Letcher consistia en
que los Estados Unidos del Norte iban a aventurar grandes
capitales en la empresa, mas el infrascrito se permitird obser-
var que no es el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos sino algunos
ciudadanos de éstos los que podra suceder que adelanten ca-
pitales: que a estos ciudadanos se les permite la debida inter-
vencion en el sefialamiento de los derechos; pero que no
debiendo recaer la empresa jamas en ningin Gobierno ni
cuerpo politico extranjero nunca el gobierno de los Estados
Unidos podra pretender los derechos de un socio en esta em-
presa. La més exagerada pretension, que en este punto pu-
diera tener el gobierno de los Estados Unidos del Norte,
seria la de retirar su proteccion o separarse del Tratado si
la cuota de los derechos impuestos no convenia a sus inte-
reses pero en ningin caso la de contribuir autoritativamen-
te al senalamiento de estos derechos. Por estas razones se

2
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ve obligado el goblemo mexicano a rehusar su consentxrmento
a.esta adicion, - ‘

Al mamfestar el mfrascnto al Sr Letcher la resolucmn del
Goblemo de México en cuanto - a. los puntos referidos tiene. el
gusto de protestarle que en:ella no se mezcla. ninguna descon-
fianza personal relativa a Jas buenas intenciones del Sr. Letcher
ni: de las; personas; a quienes hoy felizmente, esta qonfla,da la ad-
ministracion del Gobiemo de los. Estados Unides del Norte, pues
que a todas las supone animadas de los sentimientos mds favora-
bles respecto de: México; sino que la expresada. resolucion es dic-
tada : dnicamente. por. el deseo de que se conserve: intacta la
soberania de la Repiblica Mexicana y.el infrascrito no duda.que
esta resolucion es la misma que en un caso.semejante. adop-
taria el Gobierno de los. Estados. Unidos de: América.

+ St prescindiendo el Gobierno americano. de las adu;lones
espresadas ‘desea que se proceda a hacer: las dem3s, €l in-
frascrito-luego .que reciba el aviso.del. Sr. Letcher se. apresn-
rard a dar.al Sr. Plempotencmno de México las 1nstruc01ones
correspondtentes o S

.Con este motlvo tlene cl honor« e,l mfrascnto de erecer
a. S E. el.Sr.:Enviado Extraordinario y: Ministro Plenipoten-
ciario. de los Estados., Umdos de Am&rlca las segundades. o
Jose Ma. de LacunZa RN PR AT PEVIR TN

Caja97 1'011015 vol 14p3358 ey b e,
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31 de oéiubrfé de }85.0,.' éﬁ@fzéSEok.iéagléi}%gh'éh%ﬁm;}fhy a Webs:
ter. . Y T L U IO 1Y IR ST
Que el Isabel Jsz‘ildré rﬁéﬁana }11 an&énecér pa,ra La Habana,
donde podra embarcarse a Veragruz.-De acuerdo con lo ordenado
por el Departamento de Estado, procedera de inmediato a la
ciudad de-México. Ha cambiado el itinerario por la dificultad

que hubo-para tomar el barco. Hirt. En este nuevo 1t1ne[ar10
encuentra los medios- para poder llegar como es debido, ;-

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol 14 p. 331
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{de novtembre de 1850 Meuco Letcher a Webster.

Manda documcnlacnon a travcs de un amencano de con-
fianza llamado G. 1. Puyes.

. Se:mantiene como agente dc Peter E Trevall que es el
apoderado .de Andrew Curcicr, como.se dard cuenta por los
documentos, habia una.rcclamacion contra México, que suma-
ba un millén de. délares 0. més. |
. Al tratarse de un caso tan eﬂpccml y por la magmtud de
la suma, cspera que Ic. den, instrucciones.. .

Las comunicaciones dc] agq:nte a Letcher hacen cl resu-
men dcl caso.. ‘ ‘ . , :

‘Caja197,,rollo 15, vol. 14, p;asz. e

6 de novzemb/e de ]850 Meuco Lelcher a. Webster

Comumca lmbe; ;eabzdo los devpachos hasta el numero 45

. The. case of Samucl Belden :and . Co. of Texas to W,hxch

you refer-in dispatch 43 was investigated very carclully. some

months ago, so soon .as 1hc docwmcnts. in: support of the
claim, camc into my posscssion.

.. The results of the investigation, was a dccaded conwcnon
on my part, that the claim was not only just, but well estab~
lished by proof. It was therefore, brought to the notice of the
Minister of Forcign Rclations on the,29th. .of June 1last.,

No dccision, as yet has been made in the case. Assurances
however have been given from time to time, that it shall be
disposed of as soon as practicable; :\When: that will be, remains
to be known. .

I shall continue to urge a dccision.

In reply to your instructions N. 45 I have. the honor; most
respectfully to.assure yqu-from the first week of my arrival in
this city, up to the present moment, I have used every possible
elfort, to procure-the Dacuments referred to by Mr. J. H.
Causten in his letter. to the State Depsartmcnt of the 20th.
September.
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The Minister of Relations has formaly declared, all the
records connected with claims, pending before the Board of
Commissioncrs (he could obtain) had been transmitted to the
Mexican Minister in Washington for the bencfit of
the claimants. Many of the vouchers applicd for, he fcarcd,
had been destroyed during the American occupation. Others
wcre at very distant points in the Republic and he had been
endcavouring to procure them, and confidently hoped to do
so in a fcw weceks. The truth'is, the Public Records, are in a
state of grcat confusion, never having bcen arranged since
the closc of the war. The Minister, I think, will cxert himsclf
to procure all the Documents rcquired. I took occa-
sion to impress upon him the conscquences which would ine-
vitably follow in case his government failed to comply with
the treaty in this particular.

" The claim of Thomas I. Slaughter, to which my attention
was called by your predeccssor, in his dispatch N. 33 has bcen
acknowlcdged and will be paid by this Government upon pro-
per application.

The morning after my dispatch N. 33 was sent off, I re-
ceived from thc Minister of Forcign Rclations a communica-
tion in rclation to the Tehuantepec Treaty, a copy of which
is herewith encloscd.

The clection of General Arista to the Presidency is cer-
tain. etc. ctc.

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 334,

30 de noviembre de 1850 Meéxico. Decreto traduczdo al inglés
por Letcher.

Ministry of Finances.

His Excy. the President of the Republic has been pleased
to dircct me the following dccree:

The President of the United Mexican States to the inha-
bitants of thc Republic make it known that the General Con-
gress has decrced the following;
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Art. 1. All the Interior Debt contracted up to the publication
of this Law and comprised in Art. 2 of the regulations of 4th.
march ultmo. remains consolidated in a general fund.

Art. 2. Twenty per centum of the products of the maritim
and frontier Cumston Houses arising from import, interna-
tion, tonnage and export duties are applied to the payment
of the interest of the debt and of the gradual extinction of
this Capital.

Art. 3. From the 1st. day of the month following the pub-
lication of this law the interest of the new consolidated fund
will be 3% p. annum, and the annual amount destined to the
gradual extinction of the capital will be 300,000. Only in
the event that the 20% expressed heretofore will be more
than sufficient to pay the interest and the 300,000 the rate of
interest will be augmented 1/2% every five years until it will
reach 5% which will be the maximum. The dividends will take
place every 4 months.

Art. 4. If the 20% expressed heretofore will be more than
sufficient for the object in question, the Supreme Govern-
ment will make up the deficiency out of the other branches
of the Revenue; but if at a later period said 20% should aug-
ment, the Government will have to be reimbursed of the ad-
vances.

Art. 5. If after paying the interests and separating
the $300,000 for the extinction of the capital there was
a surplus, the same will be devided by equal shares be-
tween the Government and the fund called “of extinction
of Capital”.

Art. 6. The actual titles of the Interior Debt will be ex-
changed against new titles in which this law will be inserted
integrally, the former ones being rendered null and void. The
creditors will present said titles to the offices which
the General Government of each state or territory will de-
signate. The presentation of said titles will be effected six
months after the publication of law in the capital of each state
or territory by those creditors residing therein; and one year
after its publication in the city of Mexico by those creditors
residing out of the Republic. '
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The creditors who will let that term pass without pre-
senting their titles will lose the interests during all the time
elapsed up to the day of the presentation, and with regard
to the capital they will be subject to the effects of “Law on
Prescription”.

An exception is made in favor of the creditors who may
not have procured their titles in due course from the autho-
rities appointed to extend them.

Art. 7. The creditors who for any motive whatever had
not settled their accounts, on the day of publication of this
law, will have the term of 90 days to do it with the Govern-
ment and the commitees that had an intervention in the same,
according to the basis established by the law itself.

Art. 8. The creditors who might not have conformed to
the preceding Art,, if they represent credits of those classified
in the following article and do not manifest any opposition to
the basis which this law establishes, will have to subject them-
selves to the settlement awarded to their respective classes.
But should they express by refuse to admit said basis, then
the capital will be deferred, capital and interests for 10 years
and, after the expiration of that term, they will enter into the
common fund and if said credits are entitled to interest, they
will be regulated by this law. In the like manner the credits
not classified will be deferred unless some settlement be afec-
ted in the above mentioned period.

Art. 9. The conventions made in virtue of the law of the
19th. February last between the Governments and the majority
of the commitees of Congress with the attorneys of the following
credits are approved:

1. The debt anterior to the Independence and legally ac-
knowledged and liquidated will enter into the New Fund lo-
sing 50% of its capital and 80% of its interests.

2. That of the twenty per cent will enter into the new
fond loosing the interest due up to date of the publication of
this law in the cities were the respective Custom Houses are
applying thereto 20% out the duties which may be owed up
to that date. Five hundred thousand dollars of the American
Indemnity of 1.851,418.52 with the corresponding interests is
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applied to this debt and one half of their bonds which were
annulled in the act.

3. The copper debt will enter into the new fund at par
with original value, whatever may have received up to this
date will be applied to payment of interests due and the ba-
lance of the interest will be ceded to the Government.

4. Money loaned to the Government without being mixed
with any other conditional arrangement in which credits form
part of the capital (excepting forced loans) and which gains
no interest or only a legal one will be paid 50% out of the
indemnity of 1.851,418.52 and 50% will go to the new fund.

5. The debt of the Employes will enter into the new fund
in this manner: at 80% that which may be held by the em-
ployes or their lawful heirs and at 15% if in the hands of
other parties.

6. The contracts of effects will be paid 30% in cash out
of the indemnity of 1.851,418.52 and 70% in bonds of the new
fund. The credits bearing interest will be allowed only the legal
interests 6% and said interest will enter into the new fond.

7. Claims of “the forced occupation during the war with
the United States” if aclmowledged and qualified will receive
40% out of the indemnity of 1.851,418.52 the remaining 6%
will go into the new fund.

8. The conduct of Jalapa and Perote taken posession of
in 1822 enters into settlement as follows. The capital of
64,104.70 will be paid with the indemnity of 1.850,418.52 and
the interests will be paid with bonds of the new fund am-
mounting to 33,206,5.

9. The floating debt for loans with admission of credits if
thus consolidated to wit: the proportion of credits arising from
money loaned will receive 35% in cash out of the american
indemnity, the balance will enter at par into the fund; the
interest will be settled as established for the class to which
they may belong and all interest due is ceded to the nation.

10. The convention called 5% will recieve 40% out of the
indemnity and 60% in bonds of the new fund. The payment
of the 40% will be effected by halves out of the instal-
ments of the year 1851 and 1852.
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Art. 10. In the scitlcment of the convention called “of
Padre Moran”, the Government will sclect, of the two extre-
mes proposcd, the most advantagcous to the nation.

Art. 11. The ducs to soldicrs from sergcant down who may
have been wounded during the wars with the Exterior or with
the Indians will cntertain thc new fund for its nominal value if
presentcd by and in the power of themsclves or their heirs. The
debt belonging to hospitals and charity establishments wilt enter
also at par into thc ncw fund provided the debt will have
always remaincd in the power of said cstablishments.

Art. 12. In order to carry into cffect the convention above
mentioncd, the Government will be at liberty to disposc of 2
millions and 1/2 out of the moncy to be paid in may prox. by
the U. States and out of the surplus of the funds affected to
gradual extinction ol capitals, aftcr scparating the amount
destined to thc dcbt contracted in London.

Art. 13. A Committcc of Public Credits is formed to act
in conformity with thc laws and to be controled by the Go-
vernment, and its atributions arc the following:

I. Directing thc Custom Houses, maritimi and frontier.

II. Consulting thc establishment or suppression of those
which will be considered convenicnt.

ITII. Watching the true and cxact collection of duties.

IV. Collecting {rom thc Trcasury the amount belonging
to the Interior Dcbt and applying the same in conformity to
the law rending accounts thercof.

V. Provoking and carrying to cffect the collcction of all
dues to the “Public Trcasury” of all denominations: liquida-
ting, making liquidations and transactions with the approba-
tion of the Governmcnt, whatcver the committee might
collect, will be equaly divided between the Government and
the intcrested Dclegation.

VI. Taking all thc nccessary steps for thc destructive
smuggling and dcsignating the points where Custom Houscs
officers will be establishcd to protect the Public Revenue.

VII. Regulating the comptability of the Custom Houses.

VIIL. Making the creditors pay the charge incurred for
controlling the operation of the Custom Houses.
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IX. Proposing to the Government the persons considered
apt to fill the stations at the Custom Houses and provoking
the suspension of the, unworthy employees in effecting this
latter part, however, it will be necessary to conform to the
following article.

Art. 14. The Government has full powers to dismiss Cus-
tom House officers after consultation of Ministers and of Pu-
blic Creditors say their Committee. The dimission will not be
dishonouring nor will it cause any change to take place in the
salary of actual employees, if although separated from
the service they had right to the same by the laws in emstance
at time when they were appointed. But if the Government
ordered judgement by the courts the salary of said employe
will be lost or modified as the sentence may ordain it. The
newly appointed employees will have no right to “Montepio”,
jubilacién, cesantia, etc. if they were removed from office.

Art. 15. The Committee of Public Credits will be compo-
sed of a President elected by the Government and of 5 Di-
rectors elected by halves by the Government and the public
creditors. The duration of the presidency will be 6 years and
the president can be reelected. The Directors will be removed
by this every year between those appointed by the Govern-
ment and the creditors in the absence of the president, the
committee will be presided by the oldest director named by
the Government. No resolution will be ever taken if the three
directors appointed by the President are not present.

Art. 16. The salary of the President will be 5,000 per an-
num and 4,000 that of the Government Directors. All will be
paid out of the fund belonging to the Creditors.

Art. 17. The Committee of P. Credits will have an office
and the clerks therefor will be named by the Government
being presented by said committee. They will serve under the
conditions stipulated by article 14. The expenses of said office
will not exceed the annual sum of 15,000 and the same will
be paid by the Creditors.

Art. 18. The counterfeiters of the Bonds of the Public
Debt will suffer the punishment inflicted on the money
counterfeiters.
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Art. 19. In the dispositions contained in article 13 and the
following, the Congress reserves the faculty of making at all
time the alterations which it may consider convenient to Pu-
blic Service.

Manuel Carpio, Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies.
Luis G. Cuevas, Speaker of the Senate. Nicanor Herrera,
Deputy and Secretary. José I. Villasefior, Senator and
Secretary.

In order that the same be printed, published, circulated
for its execution.

Palace of the General Government at Mexico, this 30th.
day of November 1850. Signed José Joaquin Herrera.

To Sor. Manuel Payno.

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 349-354.

30 de noviembre de 1850. México. Reglamento, anexo a Letcher
niim. 41.

And the President of the Republic in virtue of the faculty
which the article 110th. of the Constitution concedes him has
issued the following rules.

Prevention for the liquidation and convertion of the interior
debt.

Article 1st. All the creditors of the debt anterior to the
Independence are held to prescnt personally or thro’ attor-
neys, their voucher or titles to the Contaduria-mayor, that
agreably to the existing laws they be examined if they have
been legally issued if they are duplicated or falsified and if
the whole or part of their value capital or interests have been
paid; The creditors of the debt posterior to the Independence
will present their vouches or titles to the Tesoreria-General to
examine their validity and legality and if the whole or part
has been paid, or have been converted in other species of
documents or certificates. After that verification will have
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been made which thc Contadores mayores or Tesoreros ge-
nerales will certily in thcir respective cases, the holders of
those documents will pass them to the liquidating section
mentioned in the following prevention.

Article 2nd. A liquidating scction is established composed
. of thrce employes dcsignated by the General Government
with the following attributes. Ist. To liquidate the total
amount of the dillcrent classes or credits that will have al-
ready been acknowledged by the Contaduria Mayor or Teso-
reria General, for the valuc they actualy represent, capital
and intercsts and thc amount for which they will be admitted
in the consolidating (und agrcably to the agreemecnts already
confirmed by the lcgislative body, or to those that the Go-
vernment jointly with thc committce will enter into in virtue
of the 7th. articlc of this law. 2nd. To watch under the most
rigorous responsability the lcgality of all the documents pre-
sented and particularly the ccrtificates under the denomina-
tion of deposits or loans with the qualilications of prompt
reimbursement cxamining the items of dcbit and credit of
the books of the Tesoreria General and the expedientes neces-
sary, with the vicw to avoid the [(raud applying half money to
certificates which although may appcar to procecd from mo-
ney, have thc origin from papcr (credits) bought at low rate
in the market, and introduced in the Tesoreria General in
change of a cecrtilicate. All such documents that will not
prove in a satislactory manncr that their documents are of
pure moncy without mixture of any kind of paper-credits,
will have no right to cnjoy the advantages established by
the condition of the 9th. article, and the conversion in that
case will takc place any agrcablc [sic] to the kind of credits
composing said document. 3rd. The liquidation of the debt
of the ecmployces will be madc in the following manner.
The department to which according to the laws the cmploye
belongs will establish his account currently including the
sums due to him to date ol thc publication of this law, and
of the amounts which, agrcably to the vouchers of the same
department, he will have alrcady received in money, and in
receipts sold by him, with which he has been dcbited,
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amount in favor or against the employe will result from the
examination, should he be indebted to the nation he will be
subjected to a deduction of one third of his nett payed in the
following months; and if a balance results in his favour a cer-
tificate will be issued to him. Will not be included in the fund,
the salaries- ordered in the rules of the law of the 24th. of
november 1849 which will be made when the state of the
revenue will permit. The discounts made agreably to the ar-
ticle 10th. of the same rules will be taken in consideration at
the time of forming the liquidation, and the remainder will
be admitted in the fund. the departments will be governed in
that liquidation by model no. 1. The document and copy of
the liquidation will be presented to the liquidating section
who will note all those sums and when done the interested
parties will show proof to the legitimate and primitive owners
or legal heirs. It is prohibited to the chief clerks of the De-
partments, under penalty of destitution, to convert into cer-
tificates the receipts of salaries, wages, pensions or which now
circulate held by purchassers. These in the term of 60 days
will be under the obligation to present their documents to
the liquidating section, that this may compare them with the
liquidations of the Departments that it may ascertain the co-
rrectness of the liquidation and distinguish the debt held by
primitive owners and in second hands. The credits of the em-
ployees held by purchassers will caducate [...] days after the
publication of this law or rules in the respetive localities. Per-
sons depending on the Government or private individuals who
will colude to represent as primitive debt that held by pur-
chassers will be delivered over to the respective authorities
to be judged as counterfeiters. The liquidations of the military
employes, widows, pensioners, etc. are to be present to the
liquidating section, thro’ their respective attorneys. 4th. Res-
pecting effects furnished the liquidating section will examine,
if they have been positively furnished, or of the interested
party have not delivered the whole or part and the premium
and interest which besides the price was agreed upon by
the Government or its agents legally authorized in no liqui-
dation of credits will, any amount, be admitted for damages.
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Sih. Concerning credits proceding from forces of occupation,
the interested parties will prove when, the time, under what
circumstance and by what persons the property was taken and
the amount claimed. If the amount should appear excessive
to the liquidating section they will communicate it to the par-
ties in time that they may enforce their right before the com-
missionaries of the public credit. 6th. Any fraction that in the
liquidation will not amount to dollars 25, will be given up to
the public revenue, should the interested party consent in it,
he may pay the difference in money to the tesoreria general
which proving the voucher will be delivered to him. 7¢th. To
execute all those operations the chief of the liquidating sec-
tion is authorized to from the ministers and all departments
the expedientes, notices, documents etc. that may be neces-
sary, and the said departments furnish them with promptitude
so as not to delay the work. 8th. The liquidating section
will open the following books - Fund of 20% - Copper bond
- loans in Mmoney - Mineria - Tolls - Averia - Debts of
employees - Civil Pensions - Military Pensions - Balances
in favor of individuals of the army of serving and under
wounded in foreign war - Forced occupation during the war
with the United States - Convoy of Perote and Jalapa -
Floating debt - Convention of 20% - Convention of 5% -
Convention of Padre Moran - Hospitals - Houses of Estab-
lishment of Charity - Debts not included in the arrangements
- Bars of silver of San Luis - Heirs of the emperor Monte-
zuma - Cultivators of tobacco bonds of the former company.
The entries made in those books after the liquidation will
be agreably to the model No. 2, This books of liquidation
of the employees will be kept according to Model No. 3.
9th. All the bonds, certificates, documents and other titles
of the debt anterior and posterior to the independence
will be sealed and signed after presentation and exami-
nation with the seal of the Contaduria Mayor, Tesoreria Ge-
neral and liquidating section and signed in the most
visible place, by the chief of said departments, and wit-
hout those requisits and those established in the anterior
preventing they cannot be convertred into bonds of the new
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consolidated fund. All thc present documents will be delive-
red to the liquidating scction and to the Ministry and to the
commissioners of the Public credit, in its respective cases with
duplicated invoice, a copy will remain in the respective de-
partment and anothcr with the reccipt of thc head clcark will
be held by the party intcrested for security.

Article 3rd. When the operations of the liquidating sec-
tion will be concluded, in thc manner rcferred it will pass
to the Government for its aproval the liquidations accor-
ding to the clasifications of thec articlc 2nd of the tules of
4th march of the present year, and although the different
interested parties are not deprived to attend to their res-
pective liquidations, the total opcration will be made di-
rect and jointly with the attorncys who have represented
before the Government the creditors of the various funds
refered to in the said rules of thc 4th march and article Ist
of this law.

Article 4th. When the liquidations will be concluded and
approved by the Government the creditors through their at-
torneys will present themsclves to the Commissioners of the
public credit, who are authorizcd to examine again the docu-
ments and to rectify thc liquidations, and should they find
any thing amiss thcy can inlorm the Government, but if all
be right, they will change the present titles for the bonds of
new consolidate fund opening thc books where those opera-
tions will be kept according to model N. 4. At the time of
making the change agrcably to the 6th article of the law they
will destroy the old titles making a whole in the center of
the diameter of an inch doing that in the presence of the Di-
rectors and of a Notary of Finance who will certify the whole
operation. The old bonds or titles destroycd, with their res-
pective index, will bc dcposited in the chest of the Treasury
of the Commissioners undcr thc responsability of the treasu-
rer and President. Every one of thesc opcrations, will be no-
ted and registered in a book signed by thc Directors and
countersigned by thc Minister of Hacienda and an extract
will be published in thc news papers lor thc inlormation of
the Public.
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Article 5th. For the change of the present line of the
20%, 6%, conventions and tobacco, the antcrior rules will
be observed in what will be convenicnt and entering in the
conversion without having bcen acknowlcdged and quali-
fied previously for its amount and intcrest with a vicw to
fulfill the agreements signcd by the attorncys of those cre-
dits.

Article 6th. At the time of destroying thc old titles and
delivering to the intcrested partics the new, they will also re-
ceive a draft payablc by the Tesoreria General, of the ameri-
can indemnization, [or the sum mentioned in their respective
agreements and of those madc with the Supreme Government
in jointly with the committees within 90 days; but conccrning
the credits for purcly moncy, effects furnished, forced occu-
pation and floating decbt, no money will bc paid before the
expiration of the 90 days, time at which the different respec-
tive attorneys will have madc known in an apparent manner
the amount of the credits of that kind that will come in con-
version.

Article 7th. The crcditors of the Nation rcsiding in the
capitals of thc statcs who will not be ablc or not be willing
to name attorneys in this capital can present themsclves to
the respective commissionary beclorc whom agreably to the
laws and rules they can prove and liquidatc their debts wit-
hout prejudice to the rcvision and operations of the conta-
duria mayor, liquidating scction and tesorcria general in their
respective case, and that in no event the change of old titles
for new will be madc in no other place but the capital of the
Republic with the rcquisitcs and [ormalitics prescribed.

Of the new consolidated fund

Article 8th. To comply with the ist. and 6th. articles of
the law and to operatc thec convertion of the present titles
of the interior debt, being to the amount of forty millions of
dollars will be emitted with the respcctive of the initials, num-
ber, color ctc. value filling as pcr modcl No. 5:
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1 letter A white no. 1 to 4,000 at 25 pesos 100,000
2.letter B pink no. 1 to 10,000 at 50 500,000
3. letter C yellow no. 1 to 10,000 at 100 1.000,000
4. letter D blue no. 1 to 10,000 at 500 5.000,000
S.letter E greenno.1to 5,000 at 1,000  5.000,000

6. letter F  white and pink 1 to 2,500 at 5,000 12.500,000
7. letter G white and green 1 to 1,000 at 10,000 10.000,000
8. letter H white andyellow1to 295 at 20,000 5.900,000

40.000,000

Article 9th. Those bonds will be printed in a special paper,
thin, all linen, and with the marks and countermarks of pre-
cautions which will be privately established, each emission will
be bound in books so that the bonds can be irregularty cut,
keeping the price that will remain in the book, the number
emmission, initial and value of the bond cut off. [vacio] cut
off from the bond, will serve to show the payment of the
interest; which when cut off the bond, will be of no value.

Article 10th. Those bonds will be delivered by the Ministry
of Finances under corresponding index, to the commis- sion-
ners of the Public Credit who will deposit them in the vault
of the Treasury from where with the formalities already
mentioned they will take out the necessary to effect the
change against the actual titles.

Article 11th. Six months from the day that the conven-
tion will commence to take a detailed notice will be pub-
lished by the news papers of all emissions made of the
new consolidated fund and the old title will be taken out
in a public place and burnt in presence of the ministers of
the treasury and of the directors and of the Junta certif-
ying the whole a notary of Hacienda. That operation will
be repeated every three months until it is announced that
the convention is closed.

Of the manner the creditors are to elect the members of the
directing commission of the Public credit.

Article 12th. The creditors of the interior debt of the Fe-
deral Treasury will [be] precisely named in the commercial
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exchange of the capital on the 6th. inst. At 2 p. m. the cre-
ditors present will elect a president and two Secretaries and
will proceed to propose nine persons that the Government
may chose three agreably to the article 15th. of the law, the
votation will be taken on the majority of capitals.

Operations to be practised by the tesoreria General and Depart-
ments of Mineria, Tolls, Tobaco, Maritime and Frontiers Cus-
tom houses.

Article 13th. The same day that the law will be published
in this capital the Tesoreria General of the Federation will
close its accounts and will make a ballance of cash and, that
operation concluded, the Treasurers will successively pass
to the departments of Mineria, tobaco, tolls, sealed paper
and treasury of the judicial power to practice the balance
of cash and take a copy of the indexes of the archive of
said departments.

Article 14th. The day following the Treasury will continue
its accounts opening inmediately auxiliary books to keep the
account current of the new branches that return under the
direction of the Federal Treasury, stating on a sheet the ex-
penses of administration and other which said departments
cause legaly and opposite the statement of the products con-
cerning the tobaco the account will be kept for the 20% which
agreably to costs belong to the Government, holding subject
to or remitting to the disposition of the holders of English
bonds the corresponding part causing to come into the Trea-
sury and the departments expressed will expend nothing wit-
hout previous order furnished the Government even for those
of administration, the corresponding aprobation of the Go-
vernment will be required.

Article 15th. In the act of receiving the law, the Maritime
and the frontier custom houses will close accounts making
the balance of case and forming at the same time a state-
ment of the sums under collection to the date that the law
was recieved: an other of the 20% of the duties which to
that same day have been caused by the vessels and another
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in the same for what belongs to the copper fund. All those
notices are to be sent by first mail in a certified package to
the Ministry of Finances.

Article 16th. Immediately after receiving this law, the co-
llectors of each of the maritime and frontier custom houses
will cease to separate the various funds and to remit to the
treasury the respective drafts holding the products subject
to the Disposition of the Tesoreria General and not making
payment or expence except the indispensable and rigorous
of administration.

Article 17th. From the 1st. of January 1851 the Maritime
and frontier custom houses will separate solely 20% of the
duties of importation and internation, tonage, etc... expor-
tation for the payment of interest and amortization of the
interior debt equally to article 2nd. of the law, holding tho-
se funds to the disposition of the commissioners of the pu-
blic credit or remitting them in drafts to the Tesoreria
General to be applied to their object agreably to orders and
intructions that will be communicated before the 1st. ja-
nuary. The custom houses will keep an account of the 20%
applied to the consolidated national fund agrably to the mo-
del No. 6.

Article 18th. The part destined in the maritime custom
houses for the holders of the English bonds will continue to
be separated in the form adopted till now, keeping an account
current with entire separation of the others agreaby to model
No. 7.

Article 19th. The want of execution, to say the non fullfil-
ment of the prevention of the law or of these rules in the
part of the employes to whom they are encomended, will be
chastized with penalty of suspension or destitution according
to the gravity of the fault.

Article 20th. Eight days after its instalation the
board of Commissioners of the public credit will preci-
sely form the particular rules necessary to their labours
and organization.

Article 21st. The departments of Mineria, Tolls, Amorti-
zation of credits of copper and Treasury of the Judicial Power
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wiil only remain for two months in liquidation and all the
branches immediately under the control of the ministry of Ha-
cienda (finances) to which they will remit their accounts in
due time if nothing else be disposed. -

Article 22nd. The Government reserves the faculty to
make the convenient alterations and variations to these rules
as experience or particular causes may require or demand.

I communicate it to you by Supreme order and other co-
rresponding purposes. God and Liberty, Mexico Nov. 30-1850

“Payno” To Mr...

Caja 97, rollo 15, vol. 14, p. 355-362.

6. Las reclamaciones, apoyo para el tratado

4 de diciembre de 1850. Washington. Daniel Webster a R. P.
Letcher.

Sienten que el gobierno mexicano no haya aceptado ente-
ramente el tratado relativo a Tehuantepec. Como Letcher les
ha dicho que los norteamericanos tienen objeciones imposibles
de retirar contra los articulos 4 y el 11 del borrador, se consi-
der6 necesario hablar con los concesionarios, a fin de instruir-
los para que firmen sin insistir en esos articulos, y los
mexicanos aceptaron. Por tanto, lo autonzan a firmar el trata-
do, en caso de que no consiguiera condiciones mds favorables
en los articulos 4 y 11, que habian firmado con anterioridad
el 2 de junio. De todas maneras procurard que el tratado sea
lo mds favorable posible a los intereses de los Estados Unidos
y de los concesionarios. Esperaban que el tratado firmado pu-
diera llegar a los Estados Unidos para que el senado lo consi-
derara en las presentes sesiones.

- The right of thc Mcxican Government to dispose accor-
ding to its pleasure of thc instalments which it may have re-
ceived and may reccive from this Government under the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, cannot be disputed. We should
certainly be glad if any pending claims of citizens of the U. S,
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